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INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S YEAR
ANNEE INTERNATIONALE DE LA FEMME
ANO INTERNACIONAL DE LA MUJER

1g75

. ..,, .- - -1
.

:

No.

5

-,,

MAY 1975

*****

What's her
future?
--

(UN Photo 113,076)
Copies of photos
appearing in this
Bulletin may be
obtained through
UN Information
Centres.
The International Women's Year Bulletin is published periodically by the Branch for
the Promotion of Equality of Men and Women of the Centre for Social Development and
Humanitarian Affairs of the Department of Economic and Social Affairs. Its purpose
is to keep people informed of activities at the national, regional and international
levels in celebration of IWY, 1975.
Through this Bulletin we hope Governments, organizations and individuals will be able
to exchange ideas and action programmes for the Year, and learn of the events taking
place all over the world.
Recipients of this Bulletin are urged to send any relevant information on IWY
activities in their countries to the Editor (Room 3115) so that wider geographical
coverage can be given to national activities.
Equali ty.deve lopment and peace
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- 3 ************************************************$* Th e World Pl an o f Action
'
sets forth recommendaCONTENTS
f tions aimed at promoting equality between the
; sexes in such areas as educati on.,.:;_ ,;.nd <]rap l u:;-Pages
ment opportunities, legislative measures,
political participation and leadership, health
I. Activities of the UN system
and population.
It suggests the establishand affiliated interment of governmental machinery - such as
governmental organizations
* national commissions, women's bureaux and other
A. United Nations
$bodies - as a transitional measure for accelerf ating the achievement of equal opportunity for
B. Specialized Agencies
1 women and their full integration in national
C. Inter-governmental
life.
Such organizations could investigate
Organizations
* the situation of women in all fields and at
: all level and make recommendations for needed
II. National plans and activities
f legislation, policies and programmes; monitor
III. Non-governmental organizations,
; national progress in implementing the Plan;
institutions and others plan
1 and assist the co-ordination of similar
for IWY
* regional and international activities.
IV. Informational material
At the global level effective international
V. Recent events of interest
; machinery should be established, or existing
************************************************!bodies such as the Commission on the Status
f of Women of the United Nations, utilized to
I. ACTIVITIES OF THE UN SYSTEM AND AFFILIATED$ allow women from all regions of the world to
INTER-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS
* support each other in mutual understanding of
A. United Nations
; their national and local problems and fight
f for the elimination of discrimination against
The World Conference of the International
f women.
Women's Year - the first maj or inter-governIn addition to the World Plan of Action, the
mental conference devoted to the subject of
f Conference will consider the objectives and
women will take place in Mexico City from
f goals of the Year; the involvement of women
19 June to 2 July.
; in strengthening international peace ; and
The Conference is the focal point of the
f current trends and changes in the status and
world-wide observance of the Year and will
; roles of women and men and the major obstacles
bring together participants from nations with f to be overcome in the achievement of equal
diverse cultural traditions and economic
frights.
It will also consider the question
systems and is expected to stimulate awareof the integration of women in the development
ness of the vital role women play, or could
t process as equal partners with men.
play, in issues of universal concern. It is
•
After the opening ceremony, featured on the
also aimed at highlighting the need for
previous page, the meeting will reconvene at
dynamic action to bring women, together with
f the conference site of the Ministry of Foreign
men, into the mainstream of progress and
; Affairs. This second ~len~ry meeting will then
development.
; adopt the agenda and rules of procedure for
In addition to an exchange of views on a
f the Conference. In addition, two committees
number of substantive issues affecting women,
will be established, other officers will be
the Conference will focus attention on a
; elected and a Credentials Committee will be
World Plan of Action.
The Plan contains
appointed.
The Plenary Session will discuss
recommendations for national and international in a general debate the objectives and goals
action over the 1O-year period 1975-1 985 to
of the Year as well as the involvement of
solve the "problems of under-development and ; women in strengthening international peace.
of the socio-economic structure which places f The First Committee will develop the World
women in an inferior position, in order to
* Plan of Action and the Second Committee will
achieve the goals of International Women's
f discuss current trends in the status and roles
Year".
f of women and men and the obstacles to be overcome to achieve equality as well as integration
of
women in the development process as equal
EQUALITY - DEVELOPMENT - PEACE
partners with men. It will develop action
proposals on both these points.
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I.
A.

ACTIVITIES OF THE UN SYSTEM AND AFFILIATED; Besides the Tribu~e and a seminar on Women and
INTER-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS (Contd.) *i Development, mentioned on pages 28 and 29, the
following activities will run parallel to the
United Nations (Contd.)
; Conference.

The five basic documents prepared for the
Conference in English, French, Spanish,
Russian and Chinese, are listed below:
1 . Provisional agenda (E/CONF.66/1).

! A Journalists Encounter will explore and debate

*the themes of the Year will be held at the
; National Medical Centre convention area in
!*organized
Mexico City from 16 to 18 June and is being
by the Centre for Economic and Social

2. Draft provisional rules of procedure
; Information (CESI) of the Office of Public
(E/CONF.66/2).
Information of the UN.
The Encounter will
3. Report on current trends and changes in
consist of morning panel discussions and
informal groups discussions in the afternoon.
the status and roles of women and men
and major obstacles to be overcome
* A fourth day of the Encounter will be held
in
; during the Conference on "Media attitudes
the achievement of equal rights'
%towards IWY".
The panelists invited are
opportunities and responsibilities
!
(E/CONF.66/3 and Add.land 3 ).
listed below:
4. Report on the integration of women in the
Ms. Esmeralda Arboleda Cuevas
development process as equal partners with; Consultant to UNESCO for IWY
men (E/CONF.66/4).
; Dr. Hoda Badran
5, The involvement of women in strengthening ; Advisor on Services for Women
international peace and eliminating
UNICEF, Eastern Mediterranean Region, Beirut
racism and racial discrimination
; Mr. Habib Boulares
(E/CONF.66/3/Add.2).
Senior Editor, Juene Afrique
6. Draft world plan of action (E/CONF.66/5). ; Mr. Amitabha Chowdhury
; Chief Executive, Press Foundation of Asia
Besides the above-mentioned documents there
are numerous background documents prepared by
Ms. Caroline Diop
various agencies and organizations of the UN ; Vice President, National Assembly, Senegal
family.
. .
,,
; Mr. Danilo Dolci
The General Assembly last year invited all
; Director Study and Action Centre Sicily
States" to be represented and it also approved;
'
'
invitations to representatives of national
; Ms. Sattareh Farman-Farmaian
liberation movements recognized by either the; Director, Teheran School of Social Work
Organization of African Unity or the League
; Hon. Shirley Field-Ridley
of Arab State to participate without the right* Minister of Information and Culture, Guyana
to vote.
The Economic and Social Council
;
this year asked specifically that invitations
Prof. Jozef Pajestka
be sent to the Royal Government of the
* Director of the Institute of Planning, Poland
National Union of Cambodia and the Revolution-!* Ms. Elizabeth Reid
ary Government of the Republic of South VietPersona) Advisor to the Prime Minister on
Nam. It also decided that invitations should
Women's Issues, Australia
be sent to the Governments of Papua New
Guinea, Netherlands Antilles and Surinam,
Ms. Helvi Sipila
which are expected to become independent this
Secretary-General, IWY and World Conference
year.
Further,
the Council decided to invite Ms . Gl oria
• St einem
.
.
representatives of those non-governmental
Ed't
MS M
•
organizations with consultative status with
i or,-• agazine
the Council which had expressed a desire to
H.E. Eugenia A. Stevenson
attend the Conference and as a result 139
* Ambassador of Liberia to Bonn
non-governmental organizations are being
; Mr. Tarzie Vittachi
invited. Other observers to attend the
*
Conference will include representatives of
Chief, Public Information and NGOs Office
the United Nations organs, specialized
United Nations Fund for Population Activities
agencies, the International Atomic Energy
The Encounter will be open to all journalists
Agency and the General Agreement on Tariffs
accredited to the Conference, as well as 50
and Trade (GATT), as well as intergovernmental* fellows from developing countries.
organizations.
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UNESCO Media-Workshop

f~esolution 1926 (LVIII) requested the SecretaryGeneral, in co-operation with the International
After the Governmental Conference, on 3 and 4
· con j unc t·ion w1·th CESI wi"ll
Labour
Organisation,
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covera e of the Year.
* ma o: a en ion o e n~e so
_e am1 ~es
g
t of migrant workers, particularly 1n the field
of housing , education, social security, health
* services, information and the reunion of close
Econonomic and Social Council (~8th Session)
relatives, as well as supporting their cultural
The Economic and Social Council held its 58th
heritage and ties with their country of origin.
session from 8 April to 8 May 1975.
The
f Resolution 1927 (LVIII) reaffirmed that the
ECOSOC adopted the following resolutions which$ Commission for Social Development should conhave some relevance to women.
; centrate its activities on the examination of
192 5 (LVIII) Adoption and foster placement of * fundamental problems of social development so
children
t as to play its role in the review and appraisal
f of the achievements and failures during the
1926 (LVIII) Welfare of mi grant workers and
f Second UN Development Decade.
their families
*
f Resolution 1928 (LVIII) urged that appropriate
1927 (LVIII) World social situation
measures be taken to ensure the full particif pation of women in planning, decision-making
1928 (LVIII) Equality of opportunity for
women in the total development f and the implementation of all development prof grammes at all levels and also urged that those
effort
f involved in the preparation and implementat~on
1940 (LVIII) Representation of the Commission ; of those programmes ensure that women are given
on Human Ri ghts at the World
; the opportunity to achieve their maximum potenConference of the IWY
* tial as individuals and to make their maximum
1942 (LVIII) Population, the status of women * contribution on the same terms as men and that
! they receive their full share of the benefits
and the integration of women
of development. It also recommended that Governin development
ments work towards the goals set forth above as
The following decisions of the 58th session
part of a long-term sustained effort to integrate
are of interest.
! women into the development process at all levels.
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Report of the Committee on NGOs.; Resolution 1940 (LVIII) designated Mrs. Rajan
Participation in the World
1 Nehru to attend on behalf of the Commission on
Conference of the IWY
! Human Rights the World Conference in Mexico.

; Resolution 1942 (LVIII) urged that all UN
; bodies, Member States and relevant NGOs to
f take all appropriate action to ensure that the
95 (LVIII)
Elections
1 recommendations relating to the status of women
Resolution 1925 (LVIII) recognized the problemff in the World Population Plan of Action and in
of the need to safeguard the ri ghts of
resolutions IV, XII and XVII of the World Popuchildren in the case of inter-country movelation Conference are implemented and requested
UN bodies in collaboration with Member States
mtentthreqcues~ed _the Secrset~ry-General to submit; in the implementation of long and short-term
o
e omm1ss1on for oc1al Development at
;
its twenty-sixth session a draft declaration * population policies pay particular attention
on social and legal principles for good
t to the evolving status and women and to supply
adoption practice. It also decided to
information to the ECOSOC on measures taken
convene a group of experts to prepare a draft* relating to this resolution.
declaration and guidelines for use of GovernThe decisions of ECOSOC are contained in documents in the implementation of it.
ment E/DEC/71-lOO(LVIII).
86 (LVIII)

·ster~
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I.
A.

ACTIVITIES OF THE UN SYSTEM AND AFFILIATED
INTER-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS (Contd.)

1.d.
*i

United Nations (Contd.)

The promotion of small-scale industries in
rural areas which will provide regular
employment for women in such areas.

t It also recommended that an equitable balance
In decision 72 (LVIII) the Council decided to
between men and women within the staff of
reclassify certain NGOs from category II to
i UNIDO, particularly in ~enior policy-making
category I and among those were the Inter! positions should be achieved by the end of
national Alliance of Women - Equal Rights,
1 the Second United Nations Development Decade.
Equal Responsibilities.
Among the NGOs which
It also requested the Executive Director to
were reclassified from Roster to category II
; report annually to the Industrial Development
was the National Organization for Women.
Board on the progress achieved in the implementation of this resolution.
In decision 73 (LVIII) the Council decided to
authorize the Secretary-General to invite
*******
the Government of Papua New Guinea to partici- *
American on the
*
Regional
Seminar
for
pate in the World Conference of IWY as an
* Integration of Women Latin
in Development with
observer as well as the Governments of the
~cial Reference to Population Factors
Netherlands Antilles and of Surinam. The
*
Council also decided to authorize the
This seminar was held in Caracas from 28 April
Secretary-General to invite the World Federa- * to 2 May 1975 and a declaration was issued
;
tion of Trade Unions and the Soroptimist
; calling for the Governments of the Latin
International Association to participate as
; American peoples to assume their responsibiliobservers at the World Conference as well as
ties in respect to the problem of the integrathe NGOs listed in documents E/L.1636 and Add. ;* tion of women into communities on an equal
1 and 2.
; footing with men, by promoting a process of
Decision 86 (LVIII) decided to invite the
;* mass consciousness raising aimed at making
Commission on the Status of Women to consider ; a reality of the various educational, promotional and communications structures, with
the advisability to continue to deal with
special reference to the training of women as
communications on the status of women.
one of the decisive means of their incorporaDecision 95 (LVIII) elected the following new
; tion; in this respect the full participation
members to the Commission on the Status of
; of women in the various social, political and
Women: Cuba, Denmark, Ethiopia, France,
sectors is an important indicator of
; cultural
German Democratic Republic, Iran, Mexico,
dynamic progress of the peoples and their
Pakistan, Togo and Venezuela. The term of
development.
office of the following Member States expires
f In the declaration, the experts participating
on 31 December 1975 : Argentina, Chile, Costa
t in the seminar considered that the issue of
Rica, Japan, Kenya, Liberia, Norway, the
inequality was closely linked with underPhilippines and Romania.
development which existed as a result not only
*
*******
; of unsuitable internal structures, but also
United Nations Industrial Development
; because of an unjust world economic system.
They conridered that is was necessary for
Organization (UNIDO)
countries themselves to make the necessary
UNIDO adopted resolution 44 (IX) on 1 May 1975;
changes in their economic and social structures
entitled: "Integration of Women in Development~•;
to ensure participation in development and that
in establishing a new international economic
It requested the Executive Director of UNIDO
order the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties
to give necessary attention to the integration
of women in the process of industrialization
of States constituted a basic element. They
considered that raising the standard of living
and particular with respect to:
of millions of person and the achievement of
a. Securing equal opportunities for women and ~
and complete disarmament and the full
men;
* general
integration of women in the life of the countries
b. Incorporating women into training activitiesi in all fields and at all levels constituted a
linked to industrial development at all
real challenge to the international community
levels and for professional specializations* as a whole.
from management to shop floor;
Motherhood; maternity; rights, duties and
c. Equal remuneration with men and equality of} obligations of the couple; health services and
political activism at all levels were also
treatment with respect to work of equal
* matters of concern.
value for women in industry.
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The recollllllendations of the seminar addressed
to the Economic Commission of Latin America
included the following points:

! Especially those which may imply Discrimination
* ·against Women" from the OAS Department of
! Legal Affairs; "Women in the Labor Force in

: Latin America", from the Division of Social
1. The holding of a regional conference after ; Development, Manpower and Employment of the
the World Conference of IWY in order to
OAS; "Situation of the Integral Health of
evaluate the results of the latter and
Women", from the Pan American Health Organizaconsider its application to the La.tin
* tion; and, "Participation of the Women of Rural
American region.
Areas in Development", from the OAS Inter! American Institute of Agricultural Sciences.
2. To continue to initiate studies on the
social, economic and cultural factors and
The CEER/CIM meeting adopted a strategy of
attitudes which condition the integration ; action to be incorporated in the CIM six-year
of women in development.
* Plan of Action which deals with communications

i
1
$
$

3. Establish the necessary machinery, in co-

! and

ordination with organizations of the UN
f
system and inter-governmental and NGOs to ;
assist La.tin American Governments in the
;
formulation and execution of pra:tical
concrete measures to ensure the integration*
of wom:n in development, i~ sue~ fields as f
education, emp~oym 7nt , leg 7slation, health f
and the communications media .
:
4. It should recommend to Governments of Latin!
America that the creation of national
;
bodies, consisting of men and women at the
highest levels, to formulate and implement ;
policies and programmes designed to inte- ;
grate women in development and to keep
f
their situation under review.
;
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*******

coordination; training; analysis of
problems and, advisory services and government
action, in relation to the areas of women and
employment, education and legislation, women
in the. rural env~ronment and the image of
women in the media.
CIM is in the process of evaluating its past
and present programme, assessing its effectiveness and developing a long-term plan of action
for further studies of women in the Americas.
They contracted the services of an international
consulting firm, AITEC (Acci6n Internacional Tecnica) which prepared in collaboration with
CIM Secretariat the above-mentioned study and
also projected the six-year Plan of Action.

*******

$Inter-Parliamentary Union

B. INTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

f The Inter-Parliamentary Union held its second
; Inter-Parliamentary Conference on European
! Co-operation and Security from 31 January to
Delegates of American member countries to the ; 6 February 1975 in Belgrade.
In its Final
Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) of
1 Act, under the heading "Human Rights "they:
the Organization of American States (OAS)
"Endorse the observance of International
met in Caracas , Venezuela, 26-28 May, to
propose recommendations to be presented by
* Women's Year (1975) with the hope that
there should be expanded contacts between
the CIM to the World Conference of the IWY
women of the various nations of the world
to be held in Mexico.
for the promotion of the legal and constiThe Venezuelan Government hosted the threetutional rights of women, and urge the
day meeting which took place immediately
respective Parliaments to take appropriate
following the First Venezuelan Women's
action to assure the equal rights and
Congress. The CIM meeting , styled "CEER/CIM"
prerogatives to which women are entitled".
as the "Special Committee for Studies and
*******
Recommendations", based their meeting on
seven working documents prepared by, or in
cooperation with areas or s pecialized organizations of the OAS. They included : "Draft
International Plan of Action" (which is a
document of the Mexico Conference) ; the draft
CIM Regional Plan of Action prepared by the
CIM Permanent Secretariat: a paper entitled :
"Comparative Documentation of the Legislation
in Force in the American Countries on Some
As pects of the Ri ghts of the Family ,
Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM)
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*that society holds about women. We must
a society in which a woman's place is
Many countries set up National Committees for 1 where she freely choose: to be, from which
W
( governmental and non-governmental)
1 neither cultural preJ udices, lack of educa1 tion or lack of self-confidence will keep
Australia
! her."
NATIONAL PLANS AND ACTIVITIES

II.

$create

$

In an address given by the Hon. E.G.Whitlam,
Prime Minister of Australia at a reception
tThe following is a partial lis~ing_of a
to mark International Women's Day on 8 March f series of grants made ~o organizations and
1975, Melbourne, Australia, it was said that i individuals ~n the adv 7ce of the Australian
the majority of poor people in Australia were !National Advisory Committee for IWY.
women, including mothers, many of them single 1 A t al•
C
- of Churches _ Stat
of
d
Th P .
M" .
.d , us r ian ounci 1
us
or eserted mothers.
e rime inister sai ; Women Commission (N. s. w.)
the need to create a more humane world for
1
these women was an overwhelming concern of
1The Council established a Commission on the
the Government.
One development was the
1 Status of Women in June 1973 to investigate
acceptance of the need for multi-purpose
~the status and role of women in the church
centres concerned with all the needs of women ;and society, to remove discrimination on the
. an area. One such centre was the Hunter "'l grounds of sex and to stimulate
.
in
the full
Region Working Women's Club in Newcastle
1 participation of women in the church and
which will cater for women's health, welfare,* society. During 1975, the Commission will
educational, workforce and legal problems as !hold a national conference, a regional conwell as providing recreation and child care
ference involving women from Papua New Guinea,
facilities.
t Pacific Islands, New Zealand and Australia
The Prime Minister said that "To ensure that : and a seminar for clergy; will undertake a
no area of need will be overlooked _ that no
study on the history of women in the church;
social problem relating to women, whether
and will produce various publications and
they be married or not, with or without
l visual displays.
children, Aboriginal or newcomer, Ehglishffi G1.en Wesson - La Trobe University (Victoria)
speaking or not, young or old, rural or urban~will be hidden away, forgotten or neglected
Ms. Wesson has col~ected the writings (po~ms,
we have established a Royal Commission into
t essays, short stories) of suburban housewives,
Human Relationships. It is the first Royal l to be published in a book as unedited expressCommission in history to investigate such
! ions of women in the process of resocialization
social problems".
! as they move from the domination of house*f wi' f ery.
The Prime Minister also said in his address
; Australia '75 (Canberra)
that Anti-Discrimination Boards had been
"' This festival held in Canberra in March
introduced throughout Australia and new
training and retraining opportunities for
! featured a Baroque to Rock Concert with
women.
Australia has also introduced a
women artists; the reading of songs and
programme of childhood services for which
poetry by Dorothy Hewett; and a stage portay$75 million has been set aside for this
1 al of pioneer women in Australia bv Nita
financial year.
1 Pannell.
·

t
t

!

-t

i

*
t

Because too few women have been involved in $. National Council of Women of Tasmania
the making of decisions at all levels of
*
government, in the public service, in the
The Council will hold a one-day seminar in
political parties and in the trade unions
1 May 1975 to focus attention on the importance
the Australian Government has decided tha~
of women in all walks of life takin g active
part of Australia's activities for IWY a
part in the processes of government at all
onference should be held in Canberra, later . l~vels, to enc~urage the increased participa7in the year on the themeof women in politics. tion of women in government.

i

asl*

The Prime Minister said that during this Yeart Fitzroy Accommodation Service (Victoria)
"we must question, discuss and reassess the
1 The Servi·c e wi- 11 receive
.
.
. gran t to
an interim
attitudes, assumptions, beliefs and prejudice~ enable i·t t o continue
·
•
to assist homeless

.

.

.
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* Bolivia

women and men find suitable accommodation
'!'.
until the Department of Housing and Construe-[
tion is in a position to fund it. The
}
majority of such demands for assistance are
made by women.

rl

Committee for the Liverpool Women's Health
and Resources Centre (N.S.W.)

t

In accordance with the Supreme Decree No.
12188 , 17 January 1974, the celebration of IWY
of Bolivian Women was entrusted to the Women's
Bureau, Ministry of Social Justice and Public
Health, under the direction of the President
of the National Council for Social Development.

m

Interim funding is to be provided to enable i Two experts from the Organization of American
the establishment of a multi-purpose women's
States, Mrs. Blanca Stabile de Machinandiarena.
centre consisting of a refuge shelter for
t- Argentina Ambassador to the Inter-American
women in urgent and desperate need, and a
~ Commission of Women and Aida Berio, a repremedical/recreational/educational centre with
sentative of the International Ager,cy for
child-minding facilities.
¥ Development of the Commission, arrived . in
mBolivia in December 1974 to give technical
Western Australian Institute of Technology
f assistance with national plans for the celeA grant has been approved to enable women
bration of IWY.
with low incomes to attend a one-day seminar
ffi In December 1974 about one hundred women
on "Women from Minority Groups" which will
representing cultural, civic, labour organizainvolve women from various minorities
tions and housewives met with the President,
(aboriginal, ethnic, single mothers,
~ Hugo Banzer Suarez ~nd presented a plan for
physically and emotionally handicapped,etc.)
the creation of the post of Under-Secretary
Footscray Institute of Technology (Victoria) * of Women's Affairs.
The President assured
the group that he would give the matter due
The Institute will prepare leaflets to
~; consideration and that in 197 5 he would give
attract women to enter the profession of
~ women greater participation in the responsibiengineering.
~ lities of government.
t
Anne Conlon and Edna Ryan (N.S.W.)
;!; A Women's International Seminar was held in
Ms. Conlon and Ms. Ryan have written a book, hl La Paz in March of this year.
"The Gentle Invaders - Australian Women at
,.
*******
Work 1788-1974", on women's participation in ~
the labour force since Australia was founded. i B:velorussian SSR

i

i

f:

1
i
±

f.

ss c: rt:~~
r:a:ic: c~

e:ra:: ::.
~::c."t f.~
::· s::;: ._.

a:,: as:!..:
:~:a r

Joan Long (N.S.W.)
A grant will assist in the production of a
feature film based on the book "Caddie", an
autobiography set in 1925-32 about a woman
on her own, her struggle to support herself
and her children, of the attitudes of the
society and of her efforts to adjust and
survive.
Women's Theatre Group (Victoria)
This group of women uses theatre to show the
oppression of women in society, to challenge
sex roles, and to create new styles and new
images for women. Their 1975 programme will
include community performances, performances
in schools and places of work, and a country
tour.

~; Ina report submitted by the Byelorussian SSR
t on measures being taken in connexion with IWY
contained in document A/1OO7O the following
information is summarized.
x In a decision adopted on 4 February 1975 by
[ the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the
f Byelorussian SSR approved the membership of
i the Republican Commission on the Observance
~; of IWY in Byelorussia, which is headed by
1 N.L. Snezhkovaya, Deputy Chairman of the
* Council of Ministers of the Byelorussian SSR.
f L.M. Barabanova, Secretary of the Byelorussian
Republican Council of Trade Unions, and S.E.
f: Pavlov, a deputy in the Supreme Soviet of the
Byelorussian SSR, were appointed deputy heads
;.; of the Commission. The Commission has 46
i members in all, 26 of whom are women.

f
f,

f
f

:t

f The

Byelorussian SSR plans to take part in
The Prime Minister has also announced that
t many international activities, including the
the United Nations Association of Australia
United Nations Conference to be held in Mexico
and the Associations Committees for IWY will ~: City. It attaches great importance to the
receive grants to enable them to carry out
} World Congress of IWY to be convened in
specific activities and to meet during IWY. f Berlin in October 197 5.
They will also

t

*******
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II.

NATIONAL PLANS AND ACTIVITIES (Contd.)

Byelorussian SSR (Contd.)

"'

~

~~

participate in the international conference ]_:
to be held in Togo in July 1975 under the
~,
auspices of the World Federation of Twinned 1
Towns on the subject "Broad participation of :i:
women in the life and administration of
towns", in the International Meeting of Girls ~~
(Moscow, October) and in the International
Photographic Exhibit which is to be devoted
to the role of women in the development of
society (New York, September).
In August
ffi
1975, an International Meeting of Women will f
be held in the city of Minsk to deal with the *
question of "Women in the struggle against
;;'.
fascism and for a lasting a just peace on
earth".
:i:

+

i

The Byelorussian State Fublishing House is,
for example, issuing a study entitled "Female
labour and the family". A series of books on
outstanding Byelorussian women who have made
a maj or contribution to economic, scientific
and cultural development is being published.
Cultural and artistic figures will also contribute to activities in the IWY programme.
A mobile exhibit of artistic photography·
entitled "Patriot, worker, mother" and an
exhibit of the works of Byelorussian women
artists will be held.
In August, a book
exhibit on the subject "Women in the land of
th.e Soviets" will be held in Minsk.
The
Ministry of Culture and unions of creative
workers will hold competitions for the best
works of art, literature and journalism dealing with Soviet w•men. In October, an evening
of music and poe~ry dedicated to IWY, in which
Byelorussian poets, composers and artists will
take part, is to be held at the Palace of
Culture in Minsk.

*

1
i
f

3:

Various public organizations in the
fil
Byelorussian SSR will take part in many
X
activities being carried out in the Soviet
.
.
Union in connexion with IWY.
Republican
*
labour collectives will participate in an
all-Union review of women workers' working, ! The present membership of the Supreme Soviet
living and leisure conditions which is to be ! of the Byelorussian SSR includes 157 women,
conducted from May to October.
In the
i: representing 36.9 per cent of the total number
of deputies. A total of 36,973 women, reprecourse of the Year, competitions in trade
skills will be held in the basic occupations, ± senting 46 .2 per cent of the total membership,
with the winners earning the title "Best at ~; have been elected to local Soviets in the
the Job".
A number of conferences and
i Republic.
seminars to be held in Byelorussia will
~;
*******
discuss important questions relating to the f
social and labour activities of Soviet women 1 Chile
and their participation in the international
statement made by Mrs. Lucia Hiriar~ de
*~: A
movement for peace, democracy and social
Pinochet, First Lady of Chile, at the inaugural
progress.
cer emony held on 4 April 1 97 5 for national
activities in connexion with IWY is summarized
Representatives of the Byelorussian SSR will
below and the full text is contained in docualso take plart in all-Union corferences, in
ment A/1007 6 which will be submitted to the
particular the followin g symposia: "The
:i:
thirtieth session of the General Assembly.
effect of scientific and technological progress in changing the nature of women's work
Mrs. Pincohet said that the position of women
in conditions of a socialist society" (IvanovJ in society at the present time must be analysed
August), "The role of women in the inter;~
national movement for peace, democracy and
;I~accordin g to existin g laws.
.
J Intellectual freedom has led to greater access
social
pro~res~ " ( Mo~cow, August ) , " Soviet
woman - an active builder of communism"
f for women in the country's economic resources
(Leningrad, September) and "The national
/ and the intellectual progress achieved has
aspect of the solution of the question of
~ been very apparent. Prospects have been opened
women in the USSR" (Tashkent).
~ up which were previously closed by psychological
I and social prejudices and taboos which relegated
The mass information media will provide
~: women to a limited social status that detracted
extensive information on subjects relating
to ] from their di gnity. It also failed to do
IWY, the labour activities of Soviet women
:t j ustice to their intelli g ence, equanimity and
and their contribution to the building of
;~ spiritual eouilibriu.m.
communism.
Plans have been made to publish \
books, leaflets, photograph albums and other i The marked position of superiority of men over
{ women in Chilean society stems from ideas rooted
material dealing with the achievements of
socialism in ensuring equality for women in
t in the dawn of history when men determined the
;~
the country's political, economic and
,,. evolution of the new country, but this is
cultural life.
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changing and women must counteract this view~:
from a more modern standpoint.
Men should f
.
.
'i'
co-operate with women in the small tasks of ~
everyday life so that the weight of respons- ~\
ibility in society does not fall upon women *
alone.

Colombia

The President of the Republic of Colombia
i~sued a Decree on 17 December 1974, declaring
ti-\• iiunnc:irt of the Government to General
Assembly resolution proclaiming 1975 Inter~; national Women's Year. Subsequently on 14
The importance of training women at all
:\: January 1975, the President issued another
cultural levels, elevating them within their
Decree nominating Dr. Josefina Amezquita ae
own environment and ensuring that they are
Almeyda, co-ordinator of preparatory activities
better prepared to assume the responsibiliti841 in relation to the Colombian participation in
of work of a broader scope should be one of
the forthcoming World Conference for the IWY
the guiding principles during IWY.
f to be held in Mexico City.
.
.
t
Because women have the preconceived idea thatt The national prog ramme was launched in the
being women they are inferior it holds them f presence of the First Lady of Colombia, Dona
back in all fields of study and they are
Cecilia Caballero de Lopez. Also present were
hampered by their belief that they will
i.; representatives of women's groups and Dra. Ana
receive less recognition than men under equalJ Sixta de Cuadros of the Inter-arnerican
conditions. These are obstacles which must
Commission of Women of Colombia.
be eradicated from our society and women must\J.
assert their rights to the same degree of
~; The Government plans to celebrate IWY in all
intensity as they have fulfilled their dutie~ Colombia on 1 June 1975 with a national civic
On the other hand men should regard women as f day dedicated to women.
their intellectual equals never as their
adversaries. This Year should not be viewed ;i; The Government also plans to issue a cornmemoras one of conflict between the feminine and
ati ve poS t age stamp for lwr ·
masculine segments of society, but rather as ;~ The general programme for IWY is as follows:

t
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Mrs. Pinochet said she would like to add the
word "generosity" to the theme of the Year, ~f
namely, "Equality, development, peace and
generosity" because it embodies the spirit
-;inspiring Chilean women today.

f
~

*
i

"Peace has a profound significance, which we
have and feel and we are horrified by the
realization that it does not exist in other ·,'
places; we lost it, but today we have regain-~
edit and we fervently hope that the rest of r
the world may have it.
~;

i2.

Capacity and education of women:

f
i

a. Educational programme as a process of
development
b. Centre for the Promotion of Women of
all classes
c. Construction of schools for girls of
limited means.

~;:

activities of the country.

"We are fic;hting for the equality of the
:~
sexes, but this does not mean that we wish tol
stir up antagonism; all we seek is a free {
and happy integration. To that end we are
studying the most effective laws and stand- ~:
ards whi~h should be applied to achieve our
purpose• II
er
*3.

l
The word "generosity" implies a wealth of
[ 4.
feelings; it is a giving of oneself with
total love without thought for the conse;f,
quences, both in the service of our country
:~
and to establish a happy healthy family life
for all.

+

*******

Legislation on aspects that affect women
a nd th e family.
a. Revision of existing legislation
b. Study of laws recently enacted
c. Conferences, roundtables, panels, etc.
d. Study of abortion in national legislation
e. Codification of family laws
f. International Conventions
g. Publication of legislation
h. Presentation of projected laws for the
rehabilition of indigent children
i. Rights and duties of women.

$
l*

*

Participation of women in the political
Labour situation of women:
a.
b.
c.
d.

Contribution of working women
Women leaders in various labour fields
Participation of women in trade unions
Non-remunerative work of women in the
home.
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II. NATIONAL PLANS AND ACTIVITIES (Contd . ) 'i' Costa Rica
On the 18 February 1975, the President of
Colombia (Contd.)
~ Costa Rica made a declaration regarding IWY
5, Contribution of voluntary groups in
1 in which he mentioned two specific programmes
different fields.
~\ related to food and nutrition BJ.ready being
undertaken by the Ministry of Health and also
6. Contribution of women in the field of
child-care centres for working mothers are
science and technology.
being planned under the auspices of the
7. Inteeral Development:
Ministries of Health, Education and Labour
i and Social Security.
a. Effective participation of women in
decision-making at government and
Twenty Working Committees have been formed in
private levels
* such fields as public relations, r_ural development, civic education, legal, social work,
b. Women in the home, in the school, in
education, culture and publicity which will be
community activity and civic and
responsible for making information available
economic life.
~ to women in every province of the country.
8. Creativity of Women:
A Centre for the Orientation and Assistance
a . Art
*
to Women has been proposed by the Women's
b. Folklore
Municipal Committee of San Jose.
c. Literature
The Office of Statistics and Census is making
d . Journalism
a statistical evaluation of the role of women
e. Graphic arts
in the household and as workers.
f. Tourism
g. Television
~;
*******
h. Radio.
f:
Cuba
9. Church.
1: The National Preparatory Committee for IWY
;:;
10. Tribune or Women's Forum .
established in September 1974 and comprises
[ was
11. Sports.
some twenty-one Institutes, Ministries and
~' organizations.
The President of the Committee
12 . Education for family life.
"'~' is Deputy Prime Minister of the Revolutionary
Among the activities which have taken place f Government, Belarmino Castilla Mas. The Vicein Bogota and Cundinamarca to date is a
f Presidents are as follows:
regional seminar which is the first of a
series planned for the whole country to
f Rene Anillo, Deputy Minister of Foreign
Affairs
promote and disseminate information relating
to Decree No. 2820 of 1974 which gives full Jose R. Fernandez, Minister of Education
equality in civil rights to men and women.
·r
Oscar F. Padilla, Minister of Labour
The seminar dealt with such subjects as
housing, communications, transportation,
ffi Jose Gutierrex Muniz, Minister of HeaJ.th
education and agrarian credit, health, etc.
Vilma Esp1n de Castro, President of the
A series of talks were given in the Columbian~;·
Federation of Cuban Women
American Centre from 10-14 March on women
,·
Haydee Santamaria, President of the House
and the family, women and politics,
_:
of Americas
professional women, women and the arts, etc. f.

~
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The first encounter of peasant women to study :_J_;
the three goals of the Year was held in
March.
1

Juan Marinello, President of the Council
for the Peace and
Sovereignty of the People

A preparatory Latin American seminar for the
World Conference in Mexico City was held in
March in the Colombian Institue of Family
Welfare.

Cordelia Navarro, President of Cuban
Commission of UNESCO

t

t

t;i,
i

Nicolas Guillen, President of the National
Union of Writers and
Artists of Cuba

ITT
The Office of IWY in Colombia is publishing ~
;
an Information Bulletin in Spanish on its
1 Four Commissions - Organizational, Disseminaactivities. Write for copies to Avenida 68, ~'. tion, Cultural and Special - are in charge of
calle 64-0ficina 101 frente al Parque El
'.:: the national programme comprising many Governmental and non-governmental organizations.
Salitre, Bogota, Colombia.

. .....: ,..:
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At the national level activities for the Yearif:
commenced in November with the Second
Congress. of ~he Federation of Cuban Women,
an organization that has a membership of
f
1,932, 000 and 2,422 affiliates comprising
t
74 per cent of organized women.
The theme
of the Congress related to the problems of
i
working women, young women and the housewife.[
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Pamphlets will be produced relating to women
and medaJswill be awarded to distinguished
women.
Stamps will be issued for IWY, and
a poster contest will be held and a film
will be produced about Cuban women. Exhibitions of paintings and books will be held and
a series of slides on Cuban Women will be
made.

During 1975 there will be General Assemblies
Books will be published and research carried
in all the working centres of the country
:i: out on women in all fields.
with the objective of promoting and coA mobile cinema will have programmes relating
ordinating the commitment of working women.
to women, with particular emphasis, on women
March 8 was celebrated and declared "Inter- f in rural areas.
national Women's Day" and other events to be
f Encounters, seminars, conference, etc., will
held during IWY are as follows:
x- be held on the status of women.
·,
1. Literary contest on "The Role of Working
seminar will be organied by the Federation
Women in Society".
ffi A
;~ of Cuban Women under the auspices of the
2. Events organized by the Centre of Cuban
:i: Women's International Democratic Federation
Workers and its affiliates in honour of
and UNESCO on the theme: "Access of women to
i education and work in the Caribbean area".
women working for IWY.

*
i

3. A book will be published on the effects off
fascism on Chilean women.
f

i

*******
Democratic Yemen

4. The Federation of Women in Cuba will hold *
Comrade Salem Robaya Ali, Chairman of the
national conferences on the purpose and
Presidential Council, promulgated a Decree
meaning of the IWY programme, and study
1~t on 8 January 1975 on the formation of a
6 roups will be held for women regarding
~; National Committee for IWY under his chairt 11eir rights and full participation in
1
manship.
society.
>':
~:
~ The membership of the Committee comprises
5. A Children's Club will be inaugurated.
f the Executive Committee of the General Union
6. Events will be held in recognition of
of Yemen Women and representatives of its
women leaders and workers and certificatest affiliates; a representative of the People's
Democratic of Yemen Confederation of Workers;
will be awarded.
representatives from the Ministries of
7. Prizes will be awarded for essays and
Foreign Affairs, Planning, Information,
testimony on the theme - problems of
Culture, Labour, Justice and Education,
women in Latin America.
representatives of the National Front Politi8. A national literary contest will be held
cal Organization, Department of the Governor
on "Women in Society".
of 1st Committee, the General National Union
f* of Yemen Students, Higher Yemeni Council for
9. Cuban women distinguished in the struggle~; Theatre and Music, the Higher Council of
for peace will be nominated for the XX'/
Sports, Popular Defence Organizations and
Medal of the World Council of Peace.
* six persons from the National Action sections.
10.Propose a women for the Lenin Prize.
Article 3 of the Decree defined the tasks of
11.Political-cultural events will be organ- f: the National Committee to be fulfilled during
ized to pay homage to women teachers and
the Year 1975 as follows:
mothers fighting for education by the
1 To lay out programmes for women voluntaryNational Syndicate of Workers of Education f . work initiatives to participate in the
and Science, the Ministry of Education and f
J
five-year-plan and the said projects conthe National Association of Small Agricul- /
cerning the Year, s programme.
turalists, in rural schools.
f
To prepare articles, interviews and TV
12.National photography contest on women in ~ 2 . and Radio programmes to express the importCuba.
f ance of the role being played by Yemeni
women.
Wide publicity will be given to IWY through
the national press on the role of women.

f
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II.

NATIONAL PLANS AND ACTIVITIES (Contd.)

Democratic Yemen (Contd.)

t~:

5. An evaluation of the ore anizational charac-

i
f

ter o f voluntary labour groups and of the
principal action and inv~sti gation o f
socio-economic programmes of the last
decade.

t

Conferences and roundtables at hi gh-schools
and teacher's colleges.

f

3. To hold broadbased meetings, rallies,
seminars and public discussions on women•J
situation in different historical stages ~ 6 _
and to work out the statistics on employment and education of women and their
participation in the political, economic,~ 7.
~=
social and cultural life.
8.

*
*

4. 'l'o contact women's organizations in Arab

!~,,_•

Concerts by the National Symphony Orchestra.
Art exhibits.

9 Special sports programmes f or sc h oo 1 s.
and S?cialist ~oun~ries_and t~e Pl:ot[ 10.. Throuahout the Year conference~ and roundgress1 ve organ1zat1ons 1n cap1 ta 1s
J,:
..,
countries in order to be familiarized withttable discussi ons have been scheduled at
the situation of women in other countries.J
the national and provincial levels with
~
the participation of governmental and non*******
~:
governmental organizations.
Dominican Republic
The final day o~ celebration of International
Women's Year in Ecuador will be held on 27
The National Theatre held a festival for IWY ~X
;
called "Santo Domingo '7 5" from 26 February ~' December 197 5 .

f

to 16 March 1975.
As well as the National f
Symphony Orchestra, guest orchestras includedf
the Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra from the
f
United States and the Maracaibo Symphony
Orchestra from Venezuela.
Piano recitals
were given by John Covelli, Claudio Arrau,
Oscar Luis Valdez Mena, Jose Vincente Torres,~,:
··
and Leonar Rose, cellist, and Jaime Laredo
/
~
violinist, gave solo per f ormances.
/

r
t
t

The National University, "Pedro Enriquez
Urena", and the delegation o f the Dominican
Republic to the Commission on the Status of

*******
~
The Cairo Women's Club held a lecture series
from 31 March - 28 April 1975 on the following
topics:
1. Role of UN agencies in programmed aimed at
the advancement of women.

,;: 2 . The legal status of rrunisian women.

l

f 3.
:.:=

Women organized a seminar on 10 and 11 March m
on the participation of women in the economy. f
* 4.
The objective of the seminar was t o stress
;i,
the activities of women and their contrib~t~o~
to the economy and encourage them to part1c1-J 5.
pate more effectively.
~--:

*******
Ecuador

I

*i

Effect of women's employment in industries
on the national development process and
vocational training for women.
Planning literacy programmes for rural and
urban areas.
Social and cultural obstacles to the
advancement of Egyptian women in society.

6. Status of Egyptian women in law - present
and future prospects.

International Women's Year was proclaimed at ',· 7 Status of women in the United States of
~ · America.
a session of the National Union of Women of
Ecuador on 17 January 197 5 .
The First Lady [ 8. Women's education - planning and implementaof the Republic, Senora Aida Leon de
t tion.
Rodriquez Lara, presided over the meeting .
f 9 . Rural women - her work and participation in
The plan of activities f or th e celebration of '~
social development.
IWY is as follows:
J 10 .International women's movements and their
1:
1. Meeting of civic provincial groups.
l
effect on Egyptian women.

+
~:

2 . Meeting of rural women.
3 . National Congress of the Union o f Women
of Ecuador.
4. Meeting of women of countries of the
Andean Group .

*
~

:!:

{

*1'

i

*******

.
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El Salvador
The National Commission of the Women of El
Salvador was created in January 1975 with a
three-fold purpose:
1. To create an organ wherein the women of
El Salvador can be informed of the
problems that they face in today's
society.
,...... ' ::•

1
f
f
I
f;

The objectives of the IWY Committee are listed
as follows :
1. The foreign policy of our country must be

such as to further relax political tensions
in the world and to intensify peaceful cooperation regardless of the social systems
of countries.

1

~

il

2. The Government of Finland should inten~ify

2. To know the problems that pertain to
women.

t~'

3. To integrate with the Latin American
Women's Commission so as to be able to
utilize all information regarding women
and to be made aware of their ri ghts.

I,.

*******

~

~'

~;

Finland

~

The Government appointed an IWY Committee on
4 April 1974.
The Committee consists of 23
members of political women's organizations,
labour organizations, and different ministries are represented.
The Committee is
chaired by Mrs. Pirkko Aro, M.P.

*

i

Or eanizations should support the Government's
ac tivities in the UN and elsewhere to find
peaceful solutions and to help people who
live in the midst of armed conflict.

4. The Government, pol itical parties, and organi-

1

zat ions must make sure that in forming delegations to be sent to the UN General Assembly
and international conferences, they will have
sufficient and competent female representation.

*t 5 .

Or ganizations should intensify their informative and enli ghtening activities about the
efforts of the UN and its special organizations,
the international situation, resolutions for
securing peace, and the condition of women in
different countries.

~

'!he objectives of the International Women's f
Year Committee considers that the themes of J'
the Year - equality, development and peace - ;l;
should be considered as a single entity. 'rhe ~\
securing of peace, the furthering of social
development, and increasing equality require
6. The Government of Finland must design a commany reforms which should be applied simul- f
prehensive programme with respect to developtaneously and at the same time condition eachi
ing countries to determine the extent to
other.
*
which increases in expenditures for cot operation with developing countries can be
The Committee seeks to support the peaceful
made and which contains consistent guidelines
foreign policy of Finland as well as indicat-f
for Finland's approach to development in the
ing general guidelines for its further
f. context
of international policy, trade policy
development.
The list of objectives obliges
and international law.
citizens ' organizations, above all women's
--

*t

..:...--

its activities in the United Nations and
other international bodies to lessen military
tensions, to achieve disarmament, and to
demand that res ources thus released will be
applied to benefit mankind.
·

±
I:

organizations, to increase their members'
~-7· Aid to developing countries should be
awareness of questions concerning peace and ,~
increased annually so that expenditures for
international problems and to intensify their [
co-operation with developing countries will
international activities.
reach 0.7 per cent of the gross national
income, as recommended by the United Nations,
Finland's peace-oriented foreign policy playsi
a significant role in the work toward
t as soon as possible.
strengthening the friendship of nations and f 8 . I n aid policy toward de~eloping countries
world peace. One of the essential aims of
f
particular attention should be paid to those
IWY is to strengthen women's growing role in
affecting women and should be channelled
peace work and thereby improve conditions for;,,
into programmes for increasing the literacy
social development.
rate among women, for vocational education,
family planning and other programmes intendThe IWY Committee will, parallel with the
Council for Equality, also pay attention to
t ed to improve the condition of women.
shortcomings with res pect to equality
~9 . The Government should increase its humanitarbetween the sexes and delineate some measures f
ian aid to liberation movements fighting
to overcome these defects.
I
agai nst illegal intervention and racial
:I:
discrimination with special support to programmes affecting women.

j

i
i

ili

J
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:vocational training and further eduction.

Finland (Contd.)

f1.

In the field of employment, the following
objectives are noted:

=

1. The right of work must be realized in
practice for all citizens.
2. Division of labour based on sex must be
abolished.
3. In employment, discrimination based on sex
must be prohibited.

4. The principle of "equal pay for equal
work" must be realized in practice.
5. The equality of sexes must be realized
in family enterprises.
6. Working hours must be reduced.

=
*

i
=
I
I*

*

=2.
=
$

al outlook and promote a readiness to
participate in social activities.
(b) Textbooks and other instructional
material should be revised so as to
further equality between the sexes.
(c) Ecucating both students and teachers
in international understanding, peace
and equality between the sexes.
A more equitable division between men and
women in different fields of teaching must
be achieved.

13. The vocational education of adults should
* be expanded and improved.

=4.
1
1

$

8. Steps must be taken to protect workers

*

9. Leave for birth and child-care must be
secured.

(a) Providing a comprehensive internation-

i

7. Night and shiftwork must be reduced and
conditions of those working in this field
must be improved.
against accidents on the job and the
possibility of abolishing piecework must
be examined.

Revising the content of instruction by:

;

1

Education of parents must be developed so
that a fair division of labour within the
family is achieved by means of school
education, adult education, mass communication media and systematic programmes for
child clinics and counselling .

f The Committee
will prepare a set of informamaterial on the three themes of the

1 tional

i

Year containing basic information and comparibetween the position of women in Finland
10 . The right to take leave with full pay for ; and other countries. In addition the
nursing a sick child should be recognized. ; Committee will compile lists of material and
; experts which could be used for study
In the social security field the following
i
activities and public occasions about the
objectives are listed:
i themes of the Year.
1. The principle of equality between the
i In an effort to create concrete social reforms
sexes must be realized with respect to
to improve the status of women in 1975 the
social insurance.
* Committee, in co-operation with the Council
2. The retirement pensions of housewives
1 for Equality, will prepare a programme of
must be provided.
i demands to be made to the appropriate authnr1
ities to ameliorate the existing trends and
3. Facilities for child care must be
i conditions which discriminate against women.
expanded.
~e Intern~tional Women's Year Committee works
4. Studies should be conducted to determine
how children's home care can be put on an i in the Ca?1net Office in co-operation with
the Council of Equality (a special body in
economically equivalent position with
Finland to study the questions of equality
other forms of child care.
between men and women.
Household services must be improved and
i The address of the Connnittee is:
studies should be conducted to evalute the
work performed by members of the family who
The International Women's Year Committee
Cabinet Office
do not receive pay for performing services
or producing articles at home.
* Luotsikatu 1
001 60 Helsinki 16 , Finland
In the educational field the followin g

1 sons

:.!)f:.me

$

$

::•,! ,.

I

:~~s in t"'
~.; :.:f:ical

=

,:··•l trot

i
i

objectives were considered important as well
as the provi sion of a broad standard of
education which includes the possibility of

-~: 1.a1nst

'i::s,

I
*

Telephone: 90 - 630- 636 .

*******
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France

tI President

of Radio France, Jacqueline Baudrier,
On 1 March 197 5, the first day of the Inter- tinvited some famous women working in traditionfil al male fields to participate at a meeting
national Day of Paris, President Giscard
~ called "Les femmes a la barre".
This was held
D'Estaing , said that International Women's
Year is positive proof of great change. He ias a prelude to International Days of Women from
J 21 to 22 February 1975 .
Among those invited
warned men who would prefer to remain
~; were F'ran<;oise Giraud, Secretary of State for
indi f ferent to the debate that it was now
1the Ministry on the Status of Women and Simone
impossible and that the question was much t 00:,k
lVeil, Mini s ter of Health.
The two days were
important to be i gnored.
devoted to these women speaking about tl eir
The President considered that recent changes work, their lives and their choices on Radio
such as the nature and place of work for
~ France .
women after the industrial revolution and
*******
als o their status in developing countries,
had caused them to re f lect on their present
German Democratic Republic
status, raised their consciousness and
On 9 April 197 5 , the National Commission of
sometimes had mobilized them into positive
fthe German Democratic Republic for IWY convened
action.
Women themselves wanted a ne~
~, a session under the chairmanship of Mr. Alfred
society because new fields had been opened
to them and housework was not the answer any 3: Neumann, member of the Politburo of the Central
more, which often caused them unhappines,and Committee of the Socialist Unity Party and
:i; First Deputy Chairman of the Council of Ministers
solitude.
iof the GDR.
Members of the Commission - repreHe considered that f our essential changes
fsenta~ive~ of gove~nme~t o~gans, or social
were necessary:
Jorganizations and institutions - reported on
{the
successful implementation of the programme
1. Women must be res ponsible f or the future
;or events during IWY and on many other activities
o f mankind.
fof factories, social organizations and in
2. Women must be able to assume both familial l residential areas.
and social responsibilities.
*

t

I

*

t
t
f

:! :::~ ::~ .

e ic~:::a:::: !:
:: i.::;:.:·

:~ ::r.! !! -- ~
"°! J ~ ''" r..
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,,,,,,

3. Women must utili z e t heir gi f ts and
abilities.

i

*******

t Ghana

iThe Ghana National Council of Women and Develop~ment was officially inaugurated in Accra on
~;21 April 1975 by the Head of State and Chairman
In the new era, women must take the initiativior the National Redemption Council, Colonel I.K.
in changing their relationship with men.
fAcheampong.
He said that the NRC was deterThey know the changes which are necessary
f mined to provide women with opportunities to
and they play an important r ole in the change t develop their talents and urged Ghanaian women
of society.
~.: to equip themselves to participate fully in the
·
th ey mus t t a k e is.
· .
development effort on an equal footing
Th e ac t ion
.: national
.
,j, with men .
1 . They must fi ght against discrimination
! The Council, which was formed in February, will
wherever it exists.
]: advise the Government on all matters relating
2 . A new educational policy i s required so as 1, to the full integration of women in national
idevelopment at all levels and will serve as
t o determine equality of opportunities
fthe official national body for co-operating
between the sexes in the economic field
tand liaising with national and international
as well a s in political participation.
~or ganizations on matters relating to the status
3. A system of social protection must be
i of women.
Fifteen of the members are women
made so as to o f f er compatible choices
.
.
l and five men will serve in their personal
between maternity and employment.
Social ·i-x capaci. t y, wh i-1 e th ere are t en principa
· · 1 secre.
autonomy must be recognized as well as the *t
.
t•
b
f M' • t ·
existence of women's right s .
* aries represen ing a nurn er o inis ries.
tThe Chairperson is Justice Annie Jiagge and
Although social progress was never easy , the t the Vice-Chairperson is Mrs. Florence Dolphyne.
President would a s k the French Government t o l
put into action t he nece s sary mac hinery t o
i eolonel Acheampong at the inauguration of the
make it possible and t o assist them he had
tNati onal Council urged_women to rid_themselves
appointed a Secret a ry o f State on t he Status iof inhibitions and aspire to the heights of
of Women.
human endeavour.

4. Women must play an essential role in the
transformation o f culture.

*******
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Greece

"',}i
f

f~)

3 . Conference and panels will be held on
different socio-economic aspects of the
status of Guatemalan women.

In view of current discussion in Parliament ffi
Vocational and professional training courses
of the draft Constitution, six Co-operating f 4 ·
will be held for urban population.
Women's Organizations - Federation of Women'st.
Organizations: National Council of Women;
f 5. Functional and training workshop s on
Hellenic League for Women's Rights; Greek
~
techniques in team work.
Women's Lyceum Club: National YWCA of Greece;
Orientation courses in leadership techniques
and Greek University Women's Union - estab- ~ 6 ·
for youth organizations or associations for
lished a small committee of lawyers and
i
wives of university professionals and milisociologists to study existing laws in the
men, etc . , to stimulate voluntary
light of the principle of equal rights and
* tary
co-ordinated
action.
responsibilities for men and women. The
Committee has already drawn up a list of
;(; 7. Collaboration with "4-S" youth groups to
inequalities contained in laws governing
achieve support and understanding of the
work, social security, tax and family. They ~
importance of co-operativism, especially
have submitted a list of amendments which
in rural areas.
¥
Pertain to the following matters:
t_. 8 . Dissemination of educative and cultural
1. Any discrimination on the basis of sex is :rinformation by TV, radio and the press in
prohibited, with the exception of laws
collaboration with the University, workers'
regarding the protection of motherhood
1 orP-anizations and schools, etc.
and military service.
~ 9. Publication of a cultural informative Year2. The family being the foundation of the
!,
book.
nation, marriage and motherhood are under :j:
the protection of the State.
The Central American Federation of University
3. The State is obliged to take special
f women is organizing a seminar from 30 May to
measures to protect mother and child, agedt 1 June and the agenda will deal with the theme
and young people.
"Equality, Developme~t and Peace". The aims
4 . Children born out of wedlock have the same iand goals of the seminar are to promote equality
rand responsibilities of women before the law;
rights as other children.
Jthe status, living conditi:::ms and work of women:
5. All w~rkers without discrimination have
fand permit a dialogue between members of the
the right to equal pay for equal work.
;); Feder at ion.

f

±

i
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The Greek postal authorities will issue three
*******
stamps to celebrate IWY and Radio and TV
!
have had a number of programmes dedicated to t:Guyana
IWY and press response has been extremely
±The Prime Minister Forbes Burnham when
good with many articles devoted to women.
]addressing a rally,at the National.Park on
2 March to mark IWY, annou~ced that the new
*******
f Socialist Constitution of Guyana when drafted
Guatemala
:i, would remove any legislation, explicit or
"implicit, relegating women to an inferior
Some of the activities being undertaken in
:position .
celebration of IWY are as follows:
tf He said
. "Women as part of our society owe a
1. "'l'he Alphabet in Action" is a programme
~ duty to our society, our country and nation
designed not only for literacy training,
but also will teach small working women's 1to join in the task, not only in removing
groups in rural areas to utilize their own i discrimination from among us, but also to
tdeploy to their fullest all the resources,
and limited resources.
*inatural and human with which they. are blessed".
2. To promote rural women, a historical
exhibit on the processing of wool is being He also announced that he will appoint a woman
!to act as Permanent Secretary in the Office of
organized in the towns of the Guatemalan
Antiplano, emphasizing the social signifi- fthe Prime Minister.
cance and importance for socio-economic
}He also said that too many men believed in
development of this textile craft.
1 equality which ceased to exist at the threshold
of their homes.

i~-

*

*

*******
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%

~' May (Contd. )
Th e Committee for IWY in Honduras compri·ses .. Mother's Day was celebrated as was Federation
thre: o~ganizations - Inter-Americ~n
~ Day on 10 May 1975. Special training courses
Commiss~on of Women? H~nduras Section;
for professionals under the auspices of the
Federation of Associations of Honduran Women;~, Federation of Associations of Honduran Women.
and the Family Planning Association of
~Honduras.
The Committee agreed to have a
,: ~ s:minar fo~ Governo~s ~as sponsored by the
calendar of activities during the Year as
, . amily PlanninF, Association.
r:] June
follows :

t

i

January
~
Speeches were made by the Chief of State,
the First Lady of the Nation, the Governor,
~:
Federation of Associations of Honduran
Women, the_Family P~an~ing Association,
f
Inter-American Comnnssion of Women. Monseip;no~
Hector Enrique Santos, the representative o f ~'
the United Nations and some Ministers of the ffi
Cabinet.
;;;

i

Honduras will attend the World Conference fo r
the IWY in Mexico City.
University leaders will be asked to give talks
about all aspects of women's status.

*
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July
A seminar will be held for rural workers at
the national level and a training course for
youth will also be held.

Regional courses for training nurse's order- ~~ August
lies were hel d under the auspices of the
Family Planning Association in Tegucilgalpa ~A seminar for leaders (national level) and a
and San Pedro Sula.
itraining course for youth will be held.

i

A Forum was held on TV on 24 January 197 5
ru September
with some Ministers and feminist leaders and
A seminar for both women and men peasant
sponsored by the Inter-American Commission oft- leaders will be held.
Women.
From 20- 25 January a cultural and
:l:
civic week was held commemo rating Honduran *October
Women's Day.
tA cycle of conferences for assistant mayors
twill be held.
February

t

The Inter-American Commission sponsored a
course on Human Relati ons from 24 February
to 1 March.

*November
'i'
x

:,<----

tThe programme of the Year will be evaluated.

;I; December

The Federation of Associations of Honduran
Women held a poster comnetition.

~ An

March

*i

exhibition will be held in Choluteca.

f The IWY Committee has also brought to the
The Committee for JWY organized a Public
~ttention of the Chief ~f S~ate the discrimForum on TV and Radio o n 1 4 March 1 97 5 , on
~, inatory aspects that exist in Decree No. 170,
the legal, econo~ic and educational status of t- promulgated on 30 December -1974, which contains
women .
~ agrarian reforms.
The Cammi ttee has requested
±the Chief of State and members of his Cabinet
~il
fto institute reforms to eliminate any injustices
The lnter-American Commi s sion of Women
fto which working women of Honduras are presently
sponsored written competitions (school leve1)1subjected to.
graphic exhibitions, edu cational campairns at!
*******
the primary level and a seminar for youth.
j .
~=India
;i:--A seminar for Mayors was held by the Family
}The Indian Committee for IWY has asked women
Planninr Association.
[to demand that dowry be made a cognizable
Special celebrations were held on 14 April.
offence.

t

Seminars were held for training leaders at
the national level and a Forum was held on
TV and Radio on politics and civics.

tThe Committee devoted the month of April to
frural women, May to working women and August
tto matters concerning women's education.
~

f

*******
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Indonesia
His Excellency the President of the Republic
of Indonesia, General Soeharto, issued a
message on 24 April 1975 on the occasion of
International Women's Year.

t

1' 4. Job security for working mothers who need
~)
time off to care for their children.

~
t

5, Public and private organizations should
provide facilities for working mothers.

it 6.
f
;i;

t

The President said: "Indonesia is aware of'
7.
women's full potential and the importance of' *
their contribution to stimulate the develop- t
ment of the country. Indonesia's law have
~ 8.
ensured women's rights to vote and be eligiblJ
f'or election to all state institutions. In *
the field of' education and in the exercise of' t
all public functions, they have been accorded f
equal rights with men, without any discrimina~ 9.
tion whatsoever.
;;

Elimination of discrimination in Jobs for
men and women.
Elevation of women from low-paying positions
to enable them to participate in planning
and decision-making posts.
Provision of part-time employment for housewives and creation of productive activities
for rural women during seasonal under-employment.
Application of Labour and Social Insurance
Laws to cottage industries employing girls
and women.

"Motivated by our sincere conviction of the i
10.A multi-dimension campaign to increase public
vital role women play for the real progress
awareness of the true status of women in
of the society and of the fact that women's
family and society.
contribution to issues of universal concern
can no longer be ignored.Indonesia, there11.Extension of educational programmes in order
fore, has pledged itself within its own
inform women of their legal rights and
capability to actively contribute to the
t to
the existing means of utilizing these rights.
attainment of' the objectives set forth in the !
*******
United Nations programme of' action f'or the
~'
advancement of' women".
!
f Ireland

~
i

!

*******

Iran

*±t ible
The Department of Labour in Ireland is responsfor co-ordinating the national programme

The Congress to mark the 40th anniversary of f for IWY . It confirmed that legislation would
the Iranian women's social liberation and the ; be introduced in the Dail (Parliament) to deal
beginning of IWY was inaugurated in 4 January ~; with discrimination on grounds of sex in employin Teheran by His Imperial Majesty Shahanshah f ment, in access to training and in the promotion
Aryamehr and Empress Farah, the Shahbanu of f of w?men to h~gher posts.
other legislation Iran.
iparticularly in the area of family law - will
also be introduced.
The Congress was presided over by Her Imperia
Highness Princess Ashraf Pahlavi, the PresiDuring the Year the Department of Posts and
dent of the Women's Organisation of Iran and Telegraphs will issue a commemorative stamp in
was attended by more than 5,000 representa~, two denominations and special radio and TV
tives of women's groups,the Empress Mother, { programme as well as magazine and newspaper
the Prime M~nister, cabinet members an~
[ articles are expected.
representatives of both houses o~ parliament, iliThe Department of Labour will also sponsor
ambassadors and numerous top national
I research into th
r
d th
t t f
officials.
~ .
. .
.
e ~ eas an
_e ex en o
!<discrimination against women in employment and
Im 11-point recommendation was issued by the f obstacles which prevent them from taking up
Congress which urged the following:
~ ork or returning to it after an absence.

1

1. Equal rights for Iranian men and women and ffi special training programmes will be undertaken
the improvement of laws which are disf: by AnCo (The Industrial Training Authority),
criminatory to women.
[ IMI (the_I:ish Management Institute) and CERT
2. Adoption of measures in the campaign
i ~the tra~ning body for the hotel and catering
against illiteracy and the provision of'
j i nd u st ry~.
vocational and technical training for them.t A number of' conferences and projects will be
~organized by various women's groups, some of
3. Extension of social security coverage to
! which will have Government aid .
housewives.
;~
*******
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t

* The programme vill be in two parts. Firstly,
Israel
An International Seminar on Partnership of
~ there vill be aim~ t? be.achieve~ during the
Men and Women in National Development will be t Year~ s~ch as designing in~o~ation_programmes,
held in Mount Carmel International Traini
1 publishing
booklets, organizing seminars, con.
f ield
.
Centre for Community Services Haifa Isr ng 1 f~: duc t ing
researc h an d con f erences.
from 10-20 August 1975.
The,seminS.: is ae ' [ Secondly, plans and ~i~s vill be submitted to
being held in co-operation with the Council f the comp 7tent authorities for appro:al, to be_
of Women's Organizations in Israel and aims
reatc~~ in.the yfears to_comde tol achitevef;qu;lity,
to analyze the extent of existing
rt
_
f par icipation o women in eve opmen e ors
pa ner
t
d
al
t ·t ·
ship as expressed both in legislation and in ~ an equ
oppor uni ies.
practice in various areas of life; and to
f
*******
exchange views and set desired goals towards
attainment of equal partnership·.
:i; Lesotho
.
The topics for discussion will be :
A statement from the cabinet office says that
the Lesotho Government recognises and supports
Partnership in:
the initiatives of Basotho women who have
THE FAMILY
~ organized themselves in response to the United
ECONOMIC LIFE
~ Nations resolution to declare 1975 as IWY.
SOCIAL SERVICES and COMMUNITY
Womens' committees have been formed in various
ACTIVITIES
PLANNING and DECISION-MAKING BODIES ·. parts of the country and programmes of a 7tivities
for the Year have been drawn up. The primary
For further inf~rmation write to:
objective of these efforts is the full participation of women in the development of Lesotho.
International Seminar
MCTC
The statement appeals to Government ministries
P.O. Box 6111
and departments to co-operate fully with the
Haifa, Israel
- women's committee as as far as possible to give
assistance towards the successful implementa*******
~'. tion of their programmes.
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The Ministry of Labour reported that the
¥
Japanese Diet has approved the sum of ¥22
Malta
mil~ion for IWY acti:iti 7s. Plan~ include a ~ International Women's Year was inaugurated in
national IWY convention in Tokyo in November ~; Malta by the President of Malta during a
1975. Women's Week from 10 to 16 April was
*~ special concert on 27 April. The President
held with the theme '.'Towards lquali ty o~ Both . spoke of the aims of the United Nations in proSexes and a More Active Role for Womea in
claiming IWY.
The celebration marked the
Society"
beginning of a series of IWY functions organized
T
The Language Institute of Japan in Odawara is f bY the Malta National Committee on IWY.
offering two Businesswomen's Scholarships.
]
*******
These scholarships cover the entire tuition,
materials and administrs:'::ive fees for an
Mauritania
i~tensive four week course in English ~o be
!' ; The Mauritanian People's Party is organizing
given at LIOJ from 9 June to 5 July this year., two programmes for the Year, firstly a national
The purpose of the scholarships is to help
programme and secondly a regional programme.
Japanese women gain the English skills needed :
.
.
.
in international professional careers.
f- The _n~t~onal programme comprises the following
~; activities:

t

1

!*

*******

. .

~

~ l. A monthly radio programme about women will
1be held and stamps , calendars , posters and
[
badges and buttons will be distributed.
2. Two magazines; "Mariemou" and "The Militant
'i'
Woman" will feature articles on the problems
of women and the family and the status of
women.

Kuwait
A Government Committee was formed from the
Ministries of Social Affairs and Labour,
Public Health, Justice, Communications,
Interior, Foreign Affairs, Information, The
Planning Board and Kuwait University to prepare a programme for IWY. Women's organiza- 4
tions have constituted a Joint committee and ~3 . A festival was held on 8 March at Nouakschott
· ,
with women's organizations, embassies and
Government and private efforts will be contain~
*
others participating.
ed in a unified programme.

f

t
r,
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1, Paraguay

~

A Special Commission was formed in February to
; co-ordinate the programme of activities in
4. The Fourth Congress of the Union of
~: connexion with the celebration of !WY. The
Family Organizations of the "Magrheb) and
Commission, s Honorary President is the First
an international conference on the status ~ Lady, Dona Eligia Mora de Stroessner.
of women will be held.
.
.
.
On 23 January a press conference was held and
The regional programme will consists of
* Hortensia Galli de Mersan and Julia Velilla de
cult~ral evenings each month as well as cele-~ Arrellaga announced the programme for the Year.
brations held on 8 March.
At the end of
f A contest would be held on research on the
December each region will attend a Fair in
~ theme "The Paraguayan Woman: foundation of the
Nouakschott to close the Year
. which will take 1* country"; a photographic exhibitio~ will be
place on the fifteenth anniversary of the
~' held; and statistical data will be gathered
Party.
{concerning the role of women in development.

Mauritania (Contd.)

i

~ In a law sponsored by Congresswoman Lara de
f: Castro and passed by the House of Representatives,
,~24 February was set aside as Paraguayan Woman's
The . Government . of. Pakistan has . established
a ::,.: Day . A programme was held at the Hotel Guarani
.
Nati~nal Organizing and Co-ordinating
} and was attended by the President and his wife
Committ:e for the_observance_of the Year undery;as well as government and military officials
tNhe chairpersonship of the First Lady, Begum f:and members of women's groups.
usrat Bhutto.
r_
*******

Pakistan

:l'.

*******

The activities planned for the Year emphasize f
two distinct areas for action; first, mobili- ~: Poland
zation of public opin~on at all levels in
~Some major events organized by the Honorary
support of t?e objectives of IWY a nd seco nd , 1 Committee of !WY in celebration of the Year
the formulation of concrete proJe 7ts through- t include:
out the county towards a greater involvement t
of women in the social and economic develop- J l. A competition in memory of Polish women.
ment and in related national activities. For 2 Photographic exhibits.
this purpose, seminars, symposia and workshops[ •
will be organized throughout the country, in t 3. International Theatre Day was held with
which a conscious effort is being made to
f the theme "Women and Theatre"and the
involve women at all levels of society.
1 repertory of drama theatres included the
I works of Polish women playrights.
A national rural seminar on social development will be held to foster the evolution of ~4. Museums organized exhibits and other events
entitled : "Women in the Fight for Freedom
a new leadership among women in rural areas. I
and Social Justice"; "Women in People's
In order to ensure lasting relevance of the
Poland; and "Lady Composers - Lady Performers"
activities undertaken during the Year, it is
*5 Publishers have included a large number of
prop0sed to establish in the near future a
,I,
National Commission on the Status of Women.
books authored by women or devoted to women's
* status.

l

t

i± .

*******

Papua New Guinea

Many local events have been prepared by
*;6. municipal,
cultural and art departments in
~

f:

A number of organizations met in Port Moresby
Krakow, Lublin, Gdansk and Wroczaw.
to discuss their programme for International
A
number of concerts will feature drama
Women's Year. They agreed to aim at having
f
.artists and stage performers.
one radio statement on women's ri ghts and the
role of women every week throughout the Year,
*******
t
as well as frequent press releases in the
~~oumania
local paper.
~ International Trade Union Symposium took
One of their basic aims is to work t•wards
iPlace in Bucharest from 9 to 11 April 197 5 on
setting up a National Council of Women to act
fthe theme "Women's participation in economic
as a pressure group for women and to be the
;Jarid social life".
It was organized in celebramouthpiece for women at the national level.
~ion of !WY.

b.
r:

*******

f.

*******
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- 23 St. Vincent

t

~

Ukrainian SSR

The formal launching of IWY in St. Vincent
In an official document of the thirtieth
took place on Sunday, 9 March, with a service ! session of the General Assembly (A/10075),
in St. George's Cathedral which was attended
·che Ukrainian SSR has submitted information on
by some 5,000 women.
The service was conmeasures which are being taken in the Republic
ducted by a woman Member of the House of
.: in connexion with IWY.
The programme is
Assembly and also taking part was the
i summarized below:
Premier, Hon. R.M. Cato .
The actual launch- $
The Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of th~
ing ceremony was performed by the Governor, ,: Ukrainian SSR established a Republic Commission
Sir Rupert John, who at the end of the cere- i on the Observance of IWY. P.T. Tronko, Deputy
mony handed a mahogany and cedar plaque bear- t Chairman of the Council of Ministern has been
ing the symbol of IWY to the chairpersons of f
· c •
I appointed Chairman of the Commission and the
the Steering omm1ttee for IWY.
* deputy chairmen are V.S. Shevchenko, Chairman
*******
~ of the Presidium of the Ukrainian Society for
f Friendship and Cultural Links with Foreign
Sri Lanka
Countries, and Y.N. Elchenko, Chairman of the
A seminar "The Status and Role of Women in
Commission on Youth of the Supreme Soviet of
Sri Lanka" was held on 8 March 1975 to mark
the Ukrainian SSR.
The Commission has 58
International Women's Day. The Prime Ministeii members, including eminent governmental and
Mrs. Sirima Ba..daranaike, said in her speech ~'. political figures, scientific and cultural
that "the forward march of women is inter1, workers, heads of ministries, government
woven with the forward march of the nation.
offices and public organizations and leading
There is no force, I am convinced, strong
~ workers.
enough to stop that forward march".
','a: Regl.ona
•
· t an d t O•"Il co11U111ss1ons
· ·
h ave
1 , d"1s t r1c
t been set up in order to ensure the effective
*******
t~- implementation of measures taken in connexion
Tunisia
~\ with the Year.

,
1
f

J

·: •·:,.:.:,... ..
• !;:-;::!
1111111

f
i

i

i

The Ministry of Information and the National
On 7 March 1975 a formal meeting in observance
Union of Tunisian Women organized an Infor- ;:,~ of International Women's Day was held in Kiev.
mation Day on the role of the press in the
rt honoured women who have distinguished thememancipation of women in Tunisia, as part of
selves as workers in industry, construction
i and agriculture or as scholars, teachers,
its programme for IWY •
This was held on
} cultural workers or representatives of Party,
16 May in collaboration with the Institute
*i: State or public organizations.
Leaders of the
of Press and Information Sciences and the
. .
. .
.
· Ukrainian Communist Party and Government
Tun1s1an Assoc1at1on of. Journalists. . Two
·
· · 1 ar meet 1ngs
·
a tt en d e d th e mee t 1ng
and s1m1
were
round tables were organized, one presided over ! h ld .
• al
t
t
d
11
by Mrs. Fathia Mzali which analysed the
_: :11 in a
region
cen res, owns an
content of women in the national press and
:: vi ages.
the second presided over by Mr. Mustapha
· On 9 May 1975 on the thirtieth anniversary of
t:iasmoudi which defined the role of the press ~'. victory in the Great Patriotic War a formal
in the emancipation of women.
t meeting was held of women veterans of the War,
'~~ mother-heroines and leading women workers. A
Another seminar was held in Hammamet from
:; memorial will be erected in the Republic to
27-30 May 1975 on the theme: "The Mass Media ·
· t·ion o f women 1n
• th e Arb
Receptions •to honour
and th e emanc1pa
a
J' honour this event.
·
b
World II
Th
b
.
f
.
.
:r. women were held and they were highlighted y
..
e o je?t1ves o this seminar were f artistic events. In particular, a colour
to raise the consciousness of women by use
,~ d
try film about women 10-day drama
of th
d. . th .
1 . th
"al * ocumen a
,
e mas~ me ia ln
eir ro e _in
e soci
~' festivals, a film festival dedicated to IWY
and economic devel~pment of their country.and ¥*. and a com etition was held for a song about
to prepare
journalists of the Arab World 1n
· wor k 1ng
"
P
•
women
an d mo th ers.
th e1r
coverage of the World Conference of the *
IWY to be held in Mexico City in June 1975.
The media will have special features about IWY
*******
l in the Ukrainian SSR and representatives of
public organizations will participate in an
; international conference in Togo in June ,
I and at other international meetings in Brussels,
Minsk, Moscow and New York.

f:

i

*
*
t
t

*******
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working women consists of one hundred per cent
of their wages regardless of length vf service.
*
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
* The number of days during which the mother is
entitled to paid leave, in case the child falls
In the Kremlin on 7 April 1975, a regular
meeting of the Commission on the Observance off ill, has been increased. Families whose
income per capita is minimal now receive money
International Women's Year in the USSR was
held under the chairmanship of K.J. Mazurov, * grants for children.
First Deputy Chairman of the Council of
At the same time the Commission noted that
Ministers of the USSR.
* there
were still some problems to be solved
The Commission discussed the work of MinistriJ and therefore recommended to the Ministry of
and Departments in the elaboration and puttingi Health to elaborate, together with interested
into practice of technological means aimed at i organizations, proposals aimed at further
improving women's labour conditions in the
* improving medical assistance for women and
children as well as developing a network of
light and food industries.
Statements were
children's establishments. The importance of
made by N.N. Ta~assov, Minister of Light
Industry; V.P. Lein, Minister of Food Indus- ! questions relating to the improvement of labour
and household conditions of women as well as
tries; V.N. Doenin, Minister of Manufacturing
for light and food industries and for the
* their health protection, was emphasized.
production of domestic appliances; N. L.
l
Commission also considered information
Matrosova , Chairwoman of the Central
! The
concerning the activities of the State
Committee of Trade Unions in Food Industries, ! Committee of the Council of Ministers of the
L.N. Efremov, First Deputy Chairman of the
on TV and radio, of the respective
State Committee of the USSR Council of
1 USSR
Committee on publishing, poligraphy and book
Ministers on Science and Technology.
sales and of other bodies in connexion with
After having noted considerable progress
* IWY. On that question, statements were made
by K. S. Proskurinikova, the First Deputy of
achieved during the period of the ninth fivethe Chairwoman of the Soviet Women's Committee
year plan, the Commission considered some
flaws which still existed and suggested that t and by Y.S. Skliarov, Deputy Director of the
interested organizations should elaborate
t Department of Propaganda of the Central
measures on their elimination.
Committee of the USSR Communist Party. V.N.
Titov, First Deputy of the Permanent Repre*
At the meeting statements were made by E.Ch. *
i sentative of the USSR to the COMECON made a
Novkova, Deputy Minister of Health, D.P.
*
Komarova, Minister of Social Security of the * statement of the activities connected with
the IWY in the framework of that organization.
RSFSR, N.N. Grigorieva, Chairwoman of the
Central Committee of the Trade Union of
*******
t
Medical Workers, P.J. Tronko, Deputy Chairman *
United Arab Emirates
of the Council of Ministers of the Ukrainian 1
SSR, R.X. Abdullaeva, Deputy Chairwoman of
A Women's Council was,established recently
the Council of Ministers of the Uzbek SSR,
~ under the Presidency of Her Highness Sheika
S.S. Novojilov, First Deputy Chairman of the : Fatimah, wife of His Highness the Governor,
State Committee of the Council of Ministers of~ Sheik Zaid ben Sultan.
the USSR on labour and wages.
Statements
!
*******
concerned such subjects as the state of
*
medical assistance to new-born infants and
United Kingdom
women in post-natal period as well as to
1 The Labour Party has mounted a mobile photohandicapped children. In the USSR protection f
graphic exhibition as its contribution to IWY.
of the child starts long before its birth.
It was launched on 14 April 1975 at Transport
The mother's interests are protected by the
State system of special establishments such as House, London, the party's headquarters, by
Mrs. Barbara Castle, Secretary for Social
maternity homes, varied medical centres for
Services. The exhibition includes historical
women, etc. The medical assistance is free
f posters
and photographs.
of charge. During the last few years new
f
measures were adopted which are aimed at
i
*******
improving medical assistance fo r women and
f
children. Thus , maternity leave paid to
!
II. NATIONAL PLANS AND ACTIVITIES (Contd.)
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- 25 United Republic of Tanzania

t

i

At a rally organized by the Umoka wa Wanawake
wa Tanganyika (Union of Women of Tanzania) on 1
8 March 1975 to mark IWY, President Nyere said
that dowry and equality could not go together
because the mere fact that the man was requiredz
to pay something to get married to the woman
l
spelled out inequality in a union that was
supposed to be between equals.
The former
1
b:com:s the bu~er and t~e latter the commodity. t
Likewise he said, equality and polygamy could
not go together because if a person was allowed!
to marry more than one woman, those women
t
cannot claim to be equal to him. He actually !
becomes a master in the real sense of the word i
the President emphasized.
f

'•

f
t

*

*

In a programme developed by the UWT to mark
International Women's Year, the month of
February focussed
on the education of women
in the political, economic and social fields.
Committees had been formed and they would
organize short courses, workshops and public
discussions.
The month of March was devoted
to the topic of liberation.

•••••••

~

1

~

Gilda Bojorquez Gjurich, President, Los Amigos
Construction Company
Ella T. Grasso, Governor of Connecticut
Hanna Holborn Gray, Provost Yale University
Martha Griffiths, Attorney
Lenore Hershey, E:ditor in Chief, Ladies Home
Journal
Velma Murphy Hill, United Federation of Teachers
Patricia Hutar, U.S. Representative to the UN
Commission on the Status of Women
Rita Z. Johnston, U.S. Delegate of the InterAmerican Commission of Women
Ellen Groves Kirby, Public Health Nurse
Dorothy Vale Kissinger, Co-owner and Manager,
Sahuraro Lake Guest Ranch, Arizona
Clare Booth Luce
William Crawford Mercer, President, New
England Telephone and Telegraph
Ersa H. Poston, President, New York State

Joel Read, ~!:!~d::~:i~v;~:i~~~~~ge
Betty Smith, National Board of Directors, YMCA
! Barbara Walters, Co-Host of TV Today Show
! Annie Dodge Waunkea, Member of the Navajo
f
Tribal Council
! Gerridee 'Wheeler, President, National Associat
tion of Mental Health
t Senator Birch Bayh, Indiana
Senator Charles Percy, Illinois
·· Representative Bella Abzug, New York
j,:
Representative Margaret Heckler, Massachusetts

i

United States
The National Commission on the Observance of
IWY, 1975 held its first meeting on 15 April
1975 and adopted a resolution favouring the
ratification of the Equal Rights Amendment
t
which they considered their main commitment to ~
the observance of IWY. Jill Ruckelshaus is
the Presiding Officer of the Commission and thE¢
other members are:

1
*

The State of Maine at its 107th Legislature
! adopted
resolution in support of IWY in the

tH+tll

~

, .,...~ •

::.. ~ ':!~
:~:; ;.;;!11 =
..::i:.

t

Ethel Allen, Physician, Surgeon and Philadelphilt
City Counsilwoman
1
Anne L. Armstrong, former Counsellor to the
President
Margaret Long Arnold, National Retired Teacherst
Assoc.
!
Elizabeth Athanasakos, Attorney
Barbara R, Bergman, Professor of Economics
!
Patricia T. Carbine, Publisher MS. Magazine
1
Weston Christopherson, President Jewel Co.
Mary Stallings Coleman, Justice Michigan
1
Supreme Court
Audrey Rowe Colom, Children's Defense Fund
t
Helen K. Copley, Chairman of Copley Newspapers *
Richard Cornuelle, Author
Winfield Dunn, Consultant, Business and Govern1
ment
!
Casey Eike, Assistant to Dean of Women,
*
University of Kansas
Paula Gibson, Student, Gonzago University
i

a

House of Representatives on 17 April 1975 and
also in the Senate on 18 April 1975.

State of New Mexico will hold a two-day
t The
Fiesta of Women in Las Cruces on 23 and 24
* August.
It will honour women in sports,

t

!
t

t

t

music, the arts and theatre, featuring a
Rodeo, Softball Match, Tennis Match, Theatre
all participated by women as well as an all
woman mariachi and miramba band, strolling
women musicians. A women's Art Show,
dance and singing groups will be part of the
events.
For further information write to:
Ms. Frances Williams
Governor's Commission on Status of Women
1005 Blomdale
Las Cruces, NM.88001.
The White Sands Missile Range will host a
"Two State-Two Country" IWY banquet on
2 August 1975.

*******
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NATIONAL PLANS AND ACTIVITIES (Contd.)
II.
Yugoslavia

"'¥ importance of laws to achieve it.

It also
*t- training
considered the importance of education and
, including education as consumers.

The students of the fourth (graduating) class! The participants requested that their Governof the High School "Nikola Karev" in Skop j e , ~; :ments adopt a comprehensive policy to achieve
Macedonia, Yugoslavia, addressed a letter to m the promotion of the status of women within
the Secretary-General of the United Nations f the general promotion of human rights ; ratify
in which they said that their contribution
international instruments related to the
to International Women's Year wou~d be the
~\ equality of opportunities and rights of women;
collection of children's toys which they
i eliminate laws and regulations which are diswould give to a kindergarten in their
criminatory towards women; adopt new legisla. d ergar t en in
.
*tt tion
country and also to a kin
embody ing full equality of ri ghts and
Senegal. The city of Skopje has been closely1. responsibilities of women and men. The partilinked to the United Nations since the
~ ci pants requested all public agencies and
earthquake of 1963 and is considered a city
services to adapt existing structures to the
of international solidarity.
r, new concepts and roles of women and men in the
•••••••
~; family and in society and undertake in-depth
i reforms of education atuned to the changing
Zaire
roles of women and men. They also sought the
The Executive Council of the Republic of
[ recognition of the social aspects of maternity;
Zaire has decided to undertake the following , the access of women to professions; the elevaactivities in celeb~ation of IWY.
~ tion of conditions of living conducive to the
~ harmonious development of the family, as well
1. Women's Day was celebrated in Zaire on
as a reorientation of production, taking into
20 May.
t account the quality of life, the suppression
2. A seminar and symposium will be organized
of the squandering of raw material and the
with 600 women participants.
~'. destruction of products and the protection of
3. Two Government Departments will be direct- £ the environment.
ed by women :
The participants, addressing themselves to

*

*
t

*
i
f

i

(a) Department of Finance; and
public opinion, requested that each and every
(b) Department of Environment and Tourism. i citizen concern themselves with the promotion
~ of the ob j ectives of International Women's
4. Two women will be nominated to the
Year. They also appealed to all the women of
Political Committee - one is Lutayi Kanza. [ Europe to unite in order to achieve these
5. During a Presidential tour of the regions
obj ectives•
in the month of April special emphasis
~
*******
;;i!e~e on a dialogue with the women of
~

*
!

•••••••
LATE NEWS

f Bangladesh

f A National

Preparat or y Committee for IWY has
* been established and their s pecial programmes
Belgium
~ include seminars, symposiums, meetings and
Women from 23 European countries participated f newspaper supplements promoting equality.
in a European Seminar on the "Economic
They are also running schools for adults.
independence of the Ellropean woman at the
/ The Government is extending full co-operation,
eve of the twenty-first century". The Seminaif. help and necessary guidance to the Committee.
was organized by the Belgium National
1
•••••••
Committee for IWY, and was held from 24-26
April 1975 in Brus sells. A Declaration was
i U .t d
f
.
... ni e Republic o Cameroon
adopted at the end of the seminar.
;i:
The Declaration expressed the appreciation
i Through an ov7rsight we negl cted to report
7
by the participants of the UN resolution
,i th at th e President of the United Republic of
proclaiming IWY and their solidarity with
~ Cameroon, H.E . El Hadj Ahmadou Ahidj o, as
hO
t
tO
~ well as his government and the entire people
th
1women of
e world w are s rugg ing
' of Cameroon fully supported the Declaration
achieve the objectives of the Year. It
:
emphasized the necessity f or women to achieve ~, on th e IWY made by Princess Ashraf Pahlavi.
their economic independence and stressed the
*•*****

f

1

t-
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Papua New Guinea
On Friday, 18 April a meeting was held at the Couununity Education Training Centre to form an
Organizing Committee for a Conference of Chimbu women to mark IWY. The Conference will be
held from 25-29 August at the above-mentioned Centre.

It was decided that the format of the Conference will be mainly discussions between those
attending with contributions from Papua New Guinean women who have been successful in their
professions or in some other aspect of public life.
Among the topics for discussion are the following: agriculture, education, social problems,
health, local and national government and arts and crafts.
In order to give the Conference and IWY the maximum publicity, Committee members volunteered
to undertake the following tasks:
l. Display of posters, books, etc., at the Kundiawa Library.
2. Short programmes broadcast in Pidgin and Kuman.
3. Letters to hi gh schools asking them to bring IWY to the attention of their students.
4. Inform Area Authority Members about IWY and request their support for the Conference.
5. Screen print "T" shirts with IWY emblem .

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
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A fisherman's wife prepares mid-day meal on the shore of the Niger
near Mopti, Mali. (UN 106,675)
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III. NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS,
INSTITUTIONS AND OTHERS PLAN FOR IWY
,NGO Committee on IWY (New York)

3.00 p.m.
[ Monday, 23 June:
~' 1. Attitude formation and socialization processes
2. Law and the status of women

f

IWY Tribune is an independent parallel
~] Tuesday, 24 June:
activity to be held concurrently with the UN
1 Agriculture and rural development
World Conference of IWY.
It will take place ~ 2 ' Health and Nutrition
at the National Medical Centre convention
area in Mexico City. The Tribune is being
~; Wednesday, 25 June:
organized by a committee appointed by the
}
Ed
t •
1
con f erence o f Non- Go vernment al .Orgarnzations
.
.
't~- 2 . W uca ion
t w k
in Consultative Status with the UN and in
omen a
or
consultation with the United Nations and the ~ Thursday, 26 June
;i;
Government of Mexico .
10 and 3 p.m.
1. Population
The purpose of the Tribune is to bring
Women
and
Environment:
Urbanization
10 a.m.
2
together men and women from all geographic
:
Women
in
Public
Life
3 p.m.
2
areas and varied backgrounds to exchange
··
information and opinions on the position of
Friday, 27 June
women in economic and social life and to give ::: 1 Th F . 1
consideration to the work of the UN Confer- [ · P e ami dy D'
t
ence. Concerned individuals, organization
f 2 · eace an isarmamen
representatives, UN conference delegates
The last three days'meetings have been held open
and global authorities have been invited to ~ for participants' suggestions. The Organizing
take part.
~ Committee will schedule programmes for these
•
be held
*,·.: days in Mexico City after having considered all
An Open House for all NGO' s W1 11
at l
the Hotel Melia Purrua Hidalgo on Wednesday
the requests by registrants.
18 June from 6-8 p.m. with a dutch-treat bar. f The Tribune will have a daily newspaper and
.
.
~: the Canadian Government has contributed
The programm: of the ~:bune will be develop- ~; $50 000 for travel of artici ants from
ed._,through films, exhibits, cross-cultural
~'~ d eve' 1oping
•
•
P
p
.
.
coun t ries.
d icu.ogue, platform presentations and daily
-i'
briefings on the UN World Conference proAn exhibit area will be located at Tribune
ceedings.
Sessions will be interpreted
* Headquarters in a basement.
simultaneously in English, French and
!f A Hot Line
. is
. being
. organized
.
· h•
Besi'd es provi'd'ing th e Convent'ion .,,
by Margaret Mead,
.
Spanis
Hall at the National Medical Centre for the ~ Mildred and Glen Leet ~or the IWY Conferen:e
meetings of the Tribune, the Mexican Governfor the New York, Washington an~ San ~ancisco
· ed. s t aff t o tak e care o f
is
to
men t h as assign
· areas. . Access to . the HOTLINE
. .
. available
.
· t t·
h dl'
•
h
f'lm
.. groups interested in participating in the IWY
reg is ra. ion, an ing mi crop
ones,. i
· es t a bl·is h ing
·
· kage
.
• Con f erence and in
a Lin
projection,
There
·• Cen t re in
. th•
If NGO s a t th e Con f er.
. etc.
.
. will be simultaneous
.
eir areas.
sessions
in two auditoriums
and the prelim- *
,, ence nee d f ac t s, a ca11 t o th e HOTLINE can b e
.
.
inary programme is as follows:
•
Ji'or in
• f ormat ion
•
'i',r: mad e an d an answer given.
wri· t e
¥ to HO'I·LINE, 54 Riverside Drive, New York, N.Y.
Thursday, 19 June:
l l0024 or telephone (212)EN2-7958.
The Opening Session will be held at 6.00 pm
10 . 00 a· m· ;: Mildred Persinger is Chairperson of the OrganFridar, 20 June:
• • * izing Conimitte.e and Marcia-Ximena Bravo is the
I Director. The following is a list of the
1. Building Human Community
;~ members of the Committee :
2. Third World Craftswomen and Development
;t
Robert W.C. Brown
3 , 00 p.m. }
Richard M. Fagley
1 . Women across cultures
Kay Fraleigh
2. Third World Craftswomen and Development
Rosalind W. Harris
Barrett Hollister
Monday, 23 June:
10.00 a.m .
Esther Hymer
1. Attitude formation and socialization
~
Mary Craig Schuller
t~:
processes
Fanny Simon
2. Law and the status of women
*
Annabelle Wiener
~~
Page Wilson
An
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American Association for the Advancement of
Science (AAAS)

; _conservative Central Office (UK)

*

A Conference was organized for IWY on 24 April
f 1975
in London entitled "Women and Power" whicn

The AAAS is organizing, in conjunction with
the United Nations Institute for Training and;
Research (UNITAR) and the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP), a seminar on
Women and Development to precede the UN Inter-*
national Women's Year Conference in Mexico
f
City. The seminar will be held from 16-18
June and has been declared an official para- 1
llel activity of the IWY Conference by Ms.
Helvi Sipila, Secretary-General of the
;
Conference. The local sponsor for the
;
seminar will by the Mexican National Council *
of Science and Technology (CONACYT).

i

*
$

.. Ni,

•,l

l•!!J•,-.,,

... _ o.Q

:·1
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The Seminar will consist of 60 selected
experts and resource persons from some 50
countries and has as its goals the bridging
of the gap between research and action by
formulating guidelines for national and
international programmes of action aimed at
integrating women in development, and make
formal recommendations for inclusion in the
World Plan of Action to be adopted by the
World Conference of the IWY.

;
*
;
;
;
;
*
;

~1:.1:1;i

JC Sf!!'.{! ~
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The Henry Street Settlement House held a one
week Puerto Rican Festival as a contribution

to IWY.
The Festival theme was "Arts for
Living" and included art exhibitions, theatre
workshops, poetry readings, steel band performances, films and a dinner dance.

•••••••
Indian National Trade Union Congress ( INTUC)

=
=

,! ~tci::!

•••••••
Henry Street Settlement House (New York)

The Working Committee of INTUC adopted a
resolution
in support of IWY at its meeting
i
*; on 16 February 1975 and called upon its
affiliates to participate in various programmes
for women during the Year in order to promote
the
three objectives of the Year.
Camden Council for International Cooperation ;

•••••••

J

was opened by the Rt.Hon. Margaret Thatcher,
M.P., Leader of the Conservative Party.
Among the guest speakers were Dixie Lee Ray,
Former Head of the U.S. of A. Atomic Energy
Commission and Fran~oise Giroud, French
Secretary of State for Women's Affairs.

This Organization will undertake a survey on 1
the needs and problems of women - single,
!
married, housewives , mothers and workers f
from all the different communities and
;
cultural backgrounds in Camden. As a result
of the survey they aim to publish a directory
of facilities such as creches, baby minding .
services, legal advice centres, social groupsf
and employment services covering guidance
and placement.
*

•••••••

INTERNATIONAL ALLIANCE OF WOMEN

!

The following is a summary of various activities
undertaken by affiliates of the IAW in celebration of the Year.

$
$

Their programme was launched on 8 March with
a Workshop and a Fund Raising Concert . An
;
exhibition was held from 1-15 March on
;
"Women in Camden and Women in the World".
;

The League is collaborating with other women's
organizations to ensure that an Article on
equality between men and women is included in
the new Constitution. A seminar on "Women in
a Democratic Society" is held weekly and an
exhibition of books written by women opened
in Athens in May.

An exhibition will be held in October as we11;

Guyana Women's League of Social Service

as a Conference and Multi Media Presentation
on "Attitudes to Women".

The League is planning a Children's House as
an IWY project. A sunrise service was held
in January, a march by women's organizations
was held on Republic Day in February, a weekend seminar on Family Life F.ducation in March,
a 3-day Caribbean Regional Conference in
Georgetown in April, a Labour Day Parade with
speeches by women on 1 May and in June they
will launch day-care centre programmes.

•••••••
Church Women United

I
;

=

Church Women United held a United Nations
*
seminar in New York from 5-6 May 1975, Talks
were given by Margaret Bruce, Deputy Secretary-General, IWY and World Conference of
the IWY; Dr. Lucille Mair, Minister and _
Deputy Permanent Representative of Jamaica
to the UN; Sean MacBride, UN Connnissioner
for Namibia and others .

I

•••••••

I
*

Greek League of Women's Rights

Nederlandse Vereniging voor Vouwenbelangen
The goal of this Association is to make women
interested in the political and social field.
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Nederlandse Vereni in
(Contd.

voor Vouwenbelan en

International Center in New York

=
* The

Center will
$ entitled
''Women

be conducting a symposium
in World Development" as
;* part of its programme for IWY.

The programme will run from 1-13 J~e an~
I will
include films, concerts and discus~ions.

To this end the Association in co-operation
1
with eight other women's organizations has
;
organized a nation-wide political training
course dealing with the problems of energy,
*
education, defence and employment. A basic
course gives elementary information on the
political parties, parliament,' ministeries
:
and other governmental institutions. A second!
course deals with international institutions.

f

$

i

Turkish Women's Association (TWA)

i

For more information write the International
Center: 745 Seventh Avenue, New York, N.Y.
10019. Tel. (212) 245-4131.

*******
INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATIVE ALLIANCE
The following is a list of activities being
undertaken by member countries of this
Organization.

The TWA has been campaigning for equitable
* Austria
retirement pensions for women in the home and$ A series of discussions have been planned for
working women and also for equal opportuni; IWY in nine provinces as well as articles in
ties for girls in education. Enquiries are
; Co-operative Press. A Conference of the
being made through its branches on the finan-; Co-operative Women's Organization will take
cial condition of women workers,particularly : place in the autumn.
marriea women with children, and a question- *
naire has been issued about the position of i Belgium
.
village women. They are also working
on t h e ;* The National Federation of Women Co-operators
situation of women prisoners, the effect on ;
is represented on the executive of a special
their families, their reformation and on the ; national committee set up to arrange a
question of preventing crime.
;
European seminar on 24-26 April. The themes
will concentrate on women as consumers and
U.K. - National Union of Townswomen's Guilds
also women as "objects" of publicity.
As its contribution to IWY the Townswomen's ;
Czechoslovakia
Guilds are raising £10,000 towards the cost ;
of a family education training programme in f At its conference last September the Committee
Lesotho. Built into the programme is an
;
of Czech Women Co-operators agreed that a
on-going evaluation of progress ~t ~l s~agest special task for the Year would be to concenwhich will allow for future application in
l trate on raising the professional qualities
other parts of Africa.
of women so that a greater number could be
U.K. - The Fawcett Society
* eligible for the medium and top level jobs.

i

i

=

Federal Republic of Germany

i

The
the
and
one

=

Norway

The Fawcett Society held a dinner in
;
February to mark IWY. The principal speaker
was the Home Secretary, Mr. Roy Jenkins,
who is sponsoring the anti-Discrimination
Bill which will come into force by the end
of the Year.
*

I

Upper Volta - Federation of Women of Upper
Volta (FFV)

I

The Federation plans an Exposition on women
;
in Ouagadougou with the help of the Cultural
Centre France-Upper Volta . Prominent women
from other countries will be present at the *
;
official opening and the Exposition will
last for one month. In the last three months*
of the Year a seminar "Women in the Nation" *
will be held which will bring together
delegates from all social levels. Weekly
radio talks are given by the FFV and a play
will be presented at the end of the Year.

=
1
1
f

!

*******

Frauengilde is associating itself with
programmes of the Deutscher Frauenrat
locally individual groups will dedicate
meeting to the themes of IWY.

The NKL Education Department is planning a
number of regional conference during autumn.
Attention will be focussed on co-operative
consumer policy in relation to access to
resources for the national consumption and
that of newly developing, countries. After
these conferences a two - day meeting will be
held in Oslo.
Switzerland
Coop Frauenbund has been given a house by
Coop Schweiz to mark IWY for use for meetings
and conferences.

I
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INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF UNIVERSITY WOMEN

!* .Central
America
---"'-'-'-'..::.;:.,;::.=.;::.

$The Associations

A selected list of activities of IFUW member
association in connexion with IWY.

of University Women of

* Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua,

; Costa Rica and Panama (FECAMU) arranged a
seminar in Guatemala from 23-25
The Argentina Association has six goals: (1) * February. Another seminar will take place
to publicize IWY through the mass media and
* in El Salvador in October or November 1975,
their own publication; (2) to inform women of
the theme of which will be "The contribution
their rights in law; (3) establish a national ; of Central American University Women to the
woman's day ; (4) to pressure the Argentine
1 process of development throughout the Isthmus.
Government to ratify several UN Conventions;
Their role and responsibility"
(5) to urge the Government to .set up a Status
FinlanQ.
of Women Commission with membership from
various national NGOs ; and ( 6) to plan a
* The Finnish Federation hosted a "Northern
permanent programme of action to obtain equal : Seminar" from 12-13 April, to which university
rights and opportunities for women in all
! women from all of Scan4inavia were invited.
spheres of 1i fe.
! The themes of the seminar were: (1) family
f and revaluation of standards of living: (2)
Bangladesh
* human relations within the family; and (3)
The Federation will hold a national seminar ; migration and family. At the general assembly
on "The role of women in changing the society
on 1 March, the Finnish Federation discussed
of Bangladesh".
! the topics of (1) women, family and legisla; tion; (2) women, family and social politics;
Belgium
t and (3) the responsibility of women.
The Belgian Federation assisted in the prep- ;* Germany
aration of a European colloquium from 24-26
April on the theme "The Economic Independence 1 The German Association has sent out an 8-page
of Women at the dawn of the 21st century".
; questionnaire to German women with university
degrees.
Replies will be tabulated.
The Liege branch has made a special study on
the careers of women university graduates and; India
a member has prepared a paper on the evolu- *
tion of the status of women from the 13th to : The Indian Federation hopes to arrange a
regional seminar to be held in September,
the 20th centuries.
October or November to which members will be
Brazil
invited from the Philippines, Thailand,
In July 1975 a seminar will be held on the
f Indonesia and Pakistan and other neighbouring
countries.
theme: "For a renewal of the task of the
university women : within the family, in their: The Indian Federation is co-operating with
community, and in national and international! the Central Social Welfare Board on the evalualife". Other Latin American associations
! tion of women's councils in rural areas and is
have been invited .
also investigating the topic "Fuller utilization of womenpower in educational matters".
Canada
Argentina

$regional

$

*

i

$

$

i

t

t

$

$=

The Canadian Federation will emphasize six
areas the first of which will be its contri- *
bution to IWY. They are: (1) "A Roster of
;
Qualified Women" for ai:;pointment to government boards and commissions; (2) Career
Conferences - a consciousness raising effort
to make students aware of non-traditional
t
career opportunities, etc. (3) discriminatio~
in the academic community against ':'omen ; (4)
at the provincial level the education of
*
women on family property law and on ~upport
obligations; (5) work for the establishment *
of a Human Rights Commission ; and (6) to
persuade the Government of Canada to qu~ti
t~e work of the volunteer and its contribu- *
tion to the GNP.

I
$
$

i

Italy
This Federation will hold a seminar in
Ferrara (tentative date 24-26 September) on
lifelong education.
Japan
The Japanese Association plans to offer a
Fellowship to a IFUW member and plans a
research study on the subject of "Indicators
of Women's Status and Welfare of Women", as
well as a symposium on "Japanese Women's SelfImage - Legal reforms and Social reality".
New Zealand
This Federation plans a study on "Women in
the home" which will be published in book form.
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Norway

1 .Irish Transport and General Workers' Union

i=

At a conference held on 9 March which was the
first of a series to be organized around the
country to mark !WY, a Women's Charter of
Rights was adopted by female members of the
ITGWU in Dublin. It was decided to ask that
the Charter be integrated into union policy
* and implemented immediately.

$

$=

The Association has appointed its own
committee for !WY and asked its members to
!
take an active part in the seminars and infor1*
mation drive recommended by the National
Committee for !WY and to arrange meetings on f
International Women's Day and on Human Rights t
Day.
Rhodesia and South Africa

$

=
=

These Associations have jointly organized a
*
seminar to be held from 31 May to 2 June at
the University of Rhodesia and the theme will;
be "Women's role in the development of
*
Southern Africa".
Speakers have been invite;
from Malawi, Mozamb,i que, Angola, Botswana,
*
Lesotho, Kenya and Chana).
;

=

;
;*

Switzerland

The principles of the Charter are that women
should have access to all types of employment,
and promotion, training and retraining be made
available for all occupations and that working
conditions should be the same for women and
men. The Charter also called for free local
authority day nurseries with trained staff
and it asked for the recognition of motherhood
and parenthood as a social function with
special provisions for State financed family
planning clinics; maternity leave with full
pay; prohibition of dismissal on grounds of
pregnancy or maternity; and guarantees for
re-entry into employment without loss of
status of service.

~-·,,1Standi
·tt!! held a
·r..!J1, Th
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•••••••

The Swiss Association took an active part in
; Los Angeles Creative Women's Coalition
organizing a colloquium held in Bern, 17-19
January, collaborating with the National
The LACWC is planning an October week "International Creative Women's Week". For further
Council of Women and other associations and
information contact:
individuals.

=
$

United States of America

$

Michele Grumet
!WY Co-ordinator - LACWC
UCLA Communications Law
1024 3rd Street
Santa Monica, Calif.90403

The many activities planned by the American 1
Association and its branches are too numerous f
to list in detail.
The AAUW are implement- 1
ing "Call to Action for Women" and are many
members are working to ratify the Equal Rightsj;
Amendment to the Constitution.
National Council of Women, Fed.Rep. Germany
Deutscher Frauenring

1

•••••••

International Planned Parenthood Federation

•••••••

$
$

1

!

The IPPF is sending a delegation to the
World Conference in Mexico City and is also
sponsoring two participants who are members
of official government delegations: Dr. Juan ;
Flavier, Vice-President of the International f
Insitute of Reconstruction in the Philippines *
and Dr. June Holst-Roness, President of the
Planned Parenthood Federation of Sierra Leone;
The IPPF delegation will include Mrs. Aziza !
Hussein, Chairman of the Cairo Family
*
Planning Association; Mrs. Avabai Wadia,
t
President of the Family Planning Association
of India; Miss Sattareh Farman Farmaian,
*
Chairman of the FPA of Iran and Dr. Babalola
Dada of -enc Lagos FPA.
;

$

From 16-18 January the Deutscher Frauenring
held a conference on "Mass Media, its influence
on the formation of attitudes towards the roles
of women in 1975". This was attended by Ms.
Helvi Sipila, Secretary-General of !WY; Dr.
M. Dolatshahi, President !CW; and Mne. I. de
Lipkowski, President !AW.

From 27-28
$ population

April a conference was held on
questions entitled "Plan your life
as a man and as a woman".

1

From 29 May to 1 June a conference was held
on the situation of women in the labour
market, entitled: "Women and the principle
of achievement".

1
*

others will be held in October relating
to female convicts and study group to assist
young women to commence political careers.
Two books will be published also for the Year.

$ Two

•••••••
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*

f
t
!

National Council of Churches of New Zealand
The Women's Committee of the National Council
of Church of New Zealand is raising funds fort
a project entitled: "Water for Women" as their*
contribution to IWY.
They are raising money$
to sink 132 bore wells in the Mala and
i
Pilibhit areas of Uttar Pradesh in Northern
1
India.
These wells will provide 264
*
families with water for domestic purposes and f
for irrigating their 5-acre farms. The Uttar
Pradesh Government has undertaken to provide *
and maintain engines for the pumps.

On the occasion of IWY, United Towns Day was
held on 27 April 1975 as a world festival of
towns and villages• on the theme "Woman in
t:runicipal Life".
UTO action programme
ncludes
surveys
?f
the role.of wom 7n ma~ors
7
in as many countries as possible which will
be examined i~ study groups at t~e national
~evel_and regional conferences will be organized in the_areas of_Eastern Europe, w7stern
Europe , Africa, America and perhaps Asia, to
take into account the differing municipal and
social structures.
A worldwide inter-municipal Conference will
be held in Lome (Togo) from 27 - 21 July on
the following theme: "Participation of women
in municipal responsibilities".

$

$

*******
NGO (UNESCO) Standing Committee
The Committee held a Symposium on IWY from
26-28 February.
The Symposium made many
proposals directed towards the UN family,
UNESCO and international NGOs, and expressed
the wish that activities undertaken during
the Year open the way to new policies and
strategies upon which the future of humanity
as a whole largely depends.

*******
Seton Hill College (U.S.)
Sister Mary Schmidt, President of Seton Hill
College, Greenburg, Pennsylvania, formally
endorsed the UN proclamation of 1975 as IWY
and called upon students and members of the
faculty of the college to develop progrrunmes
which will utilize the special skills of
women and to advance the IWY goals.

i

;

!*

*******

*

=

; Women United for the United Nations
:
;
;
*

i

The President, Mrs. Frances Sawyer, and members
of Women United for the UN held a luncheon
meeting featuring "International Women's Year Women in Media" for honoured guests, members
and friends, with distinguished speakers on
Wednesday, 4 June 1975 at the United Methodist
Church Center for the UN, 777 United Nations
Plaza, New York.

f

Women's Museum Group

1

1
f

=

*******

I

The Women's Museum Group in celebration of IWY
held a showing of works of women artists in
the field of photography, painting, sculpture
and the graphic arts at Lincoln Center, from
3-14 May . The purpose of the show was to
bring to the public an awareness of the contri*******
* bution women are making to the arts.
The
Soroptimist Club of Jamaica
Group has plans to establish a Museum where
Mrs. Beverley Manley, wife of the Prime
; woman can show their work, offer classes,
Minister and patron of IWY in Jamaica opened; workshops and special community events. For
a two-day seminar sponsored by the Soropt~misj further information contact:
Club of Jamaica to "arrive at a perspective *
Patricia Keane Mason
on the social and economic status of women
425 East 63rd Street
in Jamaica".
The seminar was held from
New York, N.Y.1OO21
16-17 April in Kingston and had two
1
*******
discussion sessions , one on "Projections for*
"
Women's Universal Movement
utilization of women in the Jamaica Society !
and one on "Projections f or the vocational
; The WIM has send out over 10,000 copies of an
training and up-grading of skills for young ! IWY Folder, and received some 1,300 signed
people".
1 endorsement for their "Call" to all Heads of
States and national leaders to uphold spiritual
and ethical values as the only sure foundation
Soroptimist International of the Americas J* for a sane and peaceful world society. For
President-elect Dorothy Kissinger of Mesa,
further information and a copy of the Folder
Arizona was appointed to serve on the U.S .
write to 45 Tudor City Place, New York,N.Y.1OO17,
National Commission for the Observance of I

$

=
=

i
i

i

•••••••

*******
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OF THE WOR~D UNIT~D FOR PEACE:

* Disarmament and its Social Consequences

$

(Contd. )
World YWCA

A seminar with the above fi t~e was conv ned at
7
; UN Headquarters by . the Women s I~terLnat1onafl
. t Democratic Federation, the Womens eague or
The YWCAs throughout the world are undertaking* Peace and Freedom and the Jane Addams Peace
man~ activities in support of IWY and some
f Association from 7-9 May 1975. Two hundred
are noted below•
and fifty women from 26 countries met to
The YWCA of Buenos Aires opened a centre for * e~plore n w ways o: achieving global ~eac
7
7
social, legal and vocational advice for women.! ~1th justice an~ disarmament and their findAssistance will be given by the Legal and
1ngs are summarized below.
Social Commission whose membership includes
f They supported the UN Disarmament Conference
experts in civil, commercial and labour laws. f and called for a Non Governmental Conference
The YWCA of Mar del Plata has a cen~re also
f to precede it in order to transmit its findings
and this Year hopes to add the services of
* to the UN Conference. They called upon the UN
a psychiatrist ; and in Cordoba they plan
f to set a date for the Conference at the next
short intensive courses on finance dealing
UN General Assembly and urged delegates to the
with banking, income tax, mortgages,
; IWY Conference in Mexico to make this request
insurances and rents.
in their report to the thirtieth ~ession of
In Korea the YWCA will work for the elimina- f th 7 General Assembly.
They considered that
tion of inequality wherever it exists. Among ; this Conference an~ other world conf rences
7 of men
the programmes they are working on are
* should have an equitable representation
·1
h
1
*
and
women.
b
citizen education for women; a mo 1 e sc oo
for working girls; a membership conference onf
They called for the implementation of the
"The image of women in Kore~"; and a survey
General Assembly resolution requiring a 10 perof women in various occupations.
One of
f cent reduction of military budgets and the
their major thrusts will be to pro~ote legal f
equality for women and, together with 60
; re-allocation of a portion of these funds for
aid to developing countries.
other women's organizations, they are work- ;
ing for amendments to Family Laws which are 1 They urged the prohibition of the use of force
discriminatory.
; in international relations which would make
In the Philippines the YWCA hopes to estab- f possible general and complete disarmament, and
upon people to urge their governments
lish a network of counselling offices to
f called
reduce armaments and armed forces, to approve
advise women about their participation in
f to
development; deal with complaints regarding ; the Non-Proliferation Treaty and to stop all
manufacturing, stockpiling and testing of
infringement of women's ri ghts and make
¥
nuclear, chemical and biological weapons and
legal aid available when required. Local
f the
dismantling of existing stockpiles.
associations will receive material on women'S:

±

$

$

$

J

rightsand seminars held in r~al areas to_
inform women of their legal rights. Studies
and surveys are anticipated on the status of
rural women.

f

Within the UN they urged the implementation of
the UN Charter by establishing
the peaceful settlement of dis 7
putes, the developing of an eqv.itable UN peacekeeping mechanism in accordance with the provisions of the UN Charter and the development
by the UN Legal Department of an international
disarmament convention, and urged governments
and the UN to implement all existing conventions,
etc.

f Article 33 of
1 machinery for

1

$
$

i

In Singapore the YWCA with the Association
of Women Lawyers is working on the Women's
Charter which they will translate into four
local languages. This document sets out
women's rights and the laws regarding
marriage, inheritance, maintenance, adoption;
and divorce in simple understandable terms.
They supported plans for conversion from mili1 tary spending to social investments and urged
A sociological inquiry into the situation
of women of Switzerland was made recently
* the use of mass media to promote education for
by the Swiss Commission for UNESCO and many t peace, to teach basic human values and respect
for the rights of all. They were convinced
YWCA groups and committees are utilizing
that proper education of children was essential
this for discus:~::,!:oups.
for building and maintaining a peaceful future.

$

If
*

*******
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INFORMATIONAL MATERIAL

united Nations Headquarters
A colour microfiche on the theme "Different

.-~~t•::

but not unequal" is available from the:

'~{£

UN Photo Library
UN Headquarters
Room 989
New York, N.Y.10017

), ~ •E!~!

=
; _World

Food Programme (joint UN/FAO programme)

!* The

WFP has published a set of informational
l posters for IWY, entitled "Woman - A Power for
; D~velopment".
The set of five posters deals
with the following themes:

1
i
*

$

Statement by Ms. Helvi L. Sipila,
Secretary-General of IWY.

N'o. l
At Home
The colour photographs on this microfiche are !
No. 2 - At Work
a representative selection of those available
No. 3 - Education and Training
in the Photo Library's theme file on women.
;
No. 4 - In the Community
They are broken down into broad categories
;
and grouped horizontally and vertically to
* n:iese posters are available from UN Informaassist editors and publishers, but they could f tion Centres or from:
be used in a variety of ways to illustrate
1
World Food Programme
articles on the subject of women's role today.$
Via delle Terme di Caracalla
A separate microfiche of original black and
f
Rome, Italy
white glossy photographs is also available on*
*******
this subject.
;
* United Nations Relief and Works Agency for
* Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA)
A special series of six four-and-a-half
1 A pamphlet on the Ramallah Women's Training
minute UN radio programmes to mark IWY
;
entitled "HALF THE WORLD IS WOMAN" is avail- * Centre has been published by UNRWA for IWY.
It focusses on what UNWRA and Ramallah mean
able from:
to nine girls. Copies are available from UN
UN Radio
Information Centres.
UN Headquarters
*******
Room 867
New York, N.Y.10017
; International Labour Organisation (ILO)

$
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Drawing from the thoughts expressed during a
special "Encounter" held at UN Headquarters
on 7 March, as well as from meetings of the
Consultative Committee for the World Conference and statements by officials of the UN
family. A signature song, "Half the world is
woman" provides the title for the series.

*******
Economic Commission for Africa (ECA)
The ECA has published a booklet entitled:
"Women of Africa: Today and Tomorrow". This
publication describes the work and responsibilities of women in the region and the
action to be taken for the future. The Annex
contains the objectives and method of work
of the Pan-African Training and Research
Centre for Women.
For copies of this booklet write to:
Ms. Margaret C. Snyder
Economic Commission for Africa
P.O. Box 3001
i\ddis Ababa, Ethiopia

; The !LO has published a Fact Sheet (No. 10)

* entitled "Women at Work: Struggle for equality"
; for IWY.

* Copies of this fact sheet will be sent postpaid

; and free of charge to organizations and indi} viduals upon written application to the:

*

Bureau of Public Information
!LO
CH-1211 Geneva 22, Switzerland

*

=

=

i

i

*******
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)
The March-April 1975 (Vol.8-No.2) of "Ceres",
the FAO Review on Development features women
as "A long-silent ma,jority" and contains
articles on women in Latin America, Africa,
the Philippines and Nairobi. Also in the
issue are interviews with Sirima Bandaranaike,
Prime Minister of Sri Lanka and Francisca
Pereira, Governor of the Bolama Region,
Guinea-Bissau.

I
=

=
*
=

$ Copies

are available in the United States
New York, N.Y.10016
and other sales agents throughout the world.

* from UNIPUB, P.O. Box 433,

=
1
*
*

*******
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IV.

INFORMATIONAL MATERIAL (Contd,)

f .Dominican Republic

* A bulletin was published in March this Year
! dea~i~g with all_aspect 7 of_IWY ~n the

$

United Nations F.ducational, Scientific and
Cultural Organi?.ation (UNESCO)
UNESCO's FEATURES, a fortnightly bulletin for* Dominican Republic .. This first 7s7ue :onthe news media (No.676/677/678(1975)) contains$ t~ne~ ~he ~eclara~ion on the Elim:nation ?f
articles written by Lucille Mair and Yvonne
; Discrimination ag~inst women. _C~pies are in.
from Ministry of Foreign
Ta bbus h on Cari'bb ean women ; 1zzet Oru j eva o f t* Spanish
. only obtainable
.
the Soviet Union; Aziza Hussein of Egypt; and* Affairs, Santo Douu.ngo.
Caroline Diop of Senegal, and also two inter-;
*******
views. One by Esmeralda Arboleda Cuevas
! ~
entitled "'Machismo' is no one's Monopoly"
The Women's General Secretariat of the
and the other by Han Suyin entitled "Woman
1 Central Committee of the Arab Socialjst Union
as a revolutionary force".
f published a magazine entitled "Woman in the
*******
f Arab World" in English and Arabic.

!

Inter-American Commission of Women, OAS
A brochure has been published by the Inter-

1=

$ India

American Commission of Women, in English,
f
French, Portuguese and Spanish, which
*
includes a resume of the themes of !WY and of ;
the principles of the Commission. For copies;
*
write to:
Permanent Secretariat
Inter-American Commission of Women
Room 730
1735 Eye Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C.20006.

*******

;
;

~

i

Director of Information
Canadian International
Development Agency
122 Bank Street
Ottawa , Canada Kl.A OG4

$

.;?Cf

(b) Women in India - Selected Statistics.
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The Research Uni t on Women's Studies of the
Shreemati Nathibai Damodar Thackersey Women's
University, Bombay, has published a handbook
entitled "Women in India" which can be
obtained for a nominal sum by writing to:
S.N.D.T. Women's University
1, Nathibai Thackersey Road
Bombay 400 020, India

*******

r. :.11 been

..:::::aks
't"'a:-certl: .
.. :~!I'&! As:
l "!!iarana
,

. ~,

'

·~" • S~!

:C"Ttntic

"'

Italy
In celebration of !WY a booklet in Italian
has been published entitled "La Donna Italiana:
dalla resistenza ad oggi" ( The Italian Woman:
fro~ the,Resistance until now), by the Prime
Ministers Department,

*******

f Israel

I

"Features of Israel" presented a special
edition containing a series of articles on
f various aspects of women's life in Israel,
f in celebration of IWY. The articles were
reprinted from "Dvar Ht1.poelet" and "The WorkA monthly newsheet entitled "Contact" has a * fng Woman in Israel" published by the Women
Workers Council. Copies may be obtained by
section devoted to !WY and can be obtained
from the above address. Both these publica- * writing to the Consulate General of Israel
in New York, Information Section, 800 Second
tions are bi-lingual, English/French.
Avenue, New York, N."Y. 10017 .

J

$

•••••••

~:::!1 !'op :
·r. ectit ei

(a) a Compendium of Programmes for IWY ;

in March they will publish a
; monthly newsletter.

The Canadian International Development Agency f
published its January/February 1975 issue
;
of "Coo-peration Canada" on !WY. Some of the f
articles included: "Women's Year - Replacing !t
talk with action" by Helvi Sipilii; "The void }
in development - women's role" by Ester
*
Boserup;"Sexual Equality: not why or when but
how" by Freda Paltiel; as well as "New Voices i
the Third World talks on women" which featuresf
talks with women from Egypt, Peru, Ghana,
;
India, Indonesia , Jamaica and Mali.
;
If you wish to be placed on their mailing
list or. receive this special !WY copy write
to:

The Department of Social Welfare, New Delhi,
has published:

=
$ Commencing

=
;

Canada

*******

I
*

*******
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Japan
Women on Words and Images has published three
An information kit has been prepared by
* books on sexism for parents and educators.
Mayumi Moriyama, Director-General of the
They are "Dick and Jane as victims"; "Doctor,
Women's and Minors' Bureau, Ministry of Labour Lawyer, Indian Chief?"; and "Channeling
Tokyo. It contains "The Status of Women in
! Children". They range in price from $US1. 50
Japan" and "About the Women's and Minors,
to $uS2. 50 and for further information write
Bureau' (in English) and Japan's action pro- ; to WOWI, Department H, Box 2163, Princeton,
grammes for IWY as well as an explanation on * New Jersey 08540.
Women's We 7k annuall~ observed in Japan, and
some materials relating to IWY ( in Japanese).
The Business and Professional Women's Foundation, 2012 Massachusetts Avenue N.W., Washing; ton, D.C.20036, has a paper available entitled
Mauritania
! "Women around the World: A guide to informaThe National Women's Movement has produced a
tion".
colourful booklet containing the programme
*
for IWY in Mauritania in French and Arabic.
; International Planned Parenthood Federation
Mexico
; The IPPF has published a special issue for
The National Population Council has published l IWY of "People" (Vol. 2 No. 2 1975) which
l contains an interview with Fran~oise Giroud,
a booklet entitled "Igualdad de la Mujer"
(Equality of Women) containing a presentation i France's Minister for the Condition of Women
to Congress made by Lie. Mario Moya Palencia, * as well as articles about women around the
world. This publication is issued in English,
Minister of the Interior, as well as the
* French and Spanish and may be obtained by
Constitutional amendments which reaffirmed
the equality of men and women before the law. i writing to them at the following address:
18-20 lower Regent Street
London SWlY 4PW, England.
Romania
Auvbooklet
has been
published in Romanian
for *
•
•
•
* World Congress for IWY
I "' which
contains the Proclamation by the
; ----~-----Secretary-General ; Ms. Sipila talks about IWY;! The Preparatory Commit~ee for the World
'.elevant General Assembly resolutions relat- ! Congress has published a Bulletin which coning to the Year and the Declaration on the
tains documentation of various meetings, an
Elimination of Discrimination against Women
! Appeal to women all over the world, and
and two UN Conventions.
; messages from Indira Gandhi, Prime Minister
•••••••
! of India; and Valentina Nikolayeva-Tereshkova
amongst others. Copies may be obtained by
*; writing
..
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The report of the WFUNA/ISMUN Summer School
!
held from 4-18 August 1974 as a prelude to IWY;
is available and can be ordered by sending
10 Sw.Cr. or $US3.00 to the following address:$

t

United Nations Association of Sweden
Box 15050
S-104 65 Stockholm, Sweden.
on

•l,

·e

vori·
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*

I
;

Freda Brown
President of the Preparatory Committee
Ribbeckhaus
Breitestrasse 35/36 ..
101 Berlin, GDR.

1

•••••••

African Studies Centre

A bibliography, compiled by the staff of the
African Studies Centre, Cambridge, England,
: has a selection of 1,210 entries intended to
The Center for Integrative Studies, State
! be a general introduction to the wide range
University of New York at Binghamton, New York1 of material available on the subject of
has published an extract from a forthcoming
f African women.
book to be published later in 197 5, entitled
"Women in World Terms: Facts and Trends 11 •
Copies are a~ailable for ~1. 2~ from:
They h
. .
African Studies Cent.re, Sidgwick ~Avenue,
ave made copies available for particib •d~ Fn~lann
Pants at the World Conference in Mexico•
Cam ri ee'
· •••••••

!!!!ited States

I
*

·
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V.

RECENT EVENTS OF INTEREST

$India
$To mark

IWY, five post offices in Poona and two
in Bombay are being exclusively managed by
; women.

Brazil

!

The Brazilian Congress on 9 May rejected a
constitutional amendment which would have
legalized divorce.
Although 222 congressmen
*******
voted in favour of the bill and only 145
!
Italy
against, it required a two-thirds majority - *
After nine years of discussion the Italian
287 votes. More than 60 congressmen either
abstained or were absent.
; P~rliament ha~ passe~ a new family law giving
wives equal rights with their husbands. The
The bill, which would have allowed divorce
.
.
new law also raises the minimum age of marriage
after five years of legal separation or seven ; to l8 for both sexes.
years of de facto separation, was sponsored by;
Senator •relson Carneiro of the Brazilian
*
Democratic Movement. Under the Constitution !
he must now wait another two years before
; A project was carried out in Paluello (province
re-submitting the bill.
; of Venice). The fifth graders of an elementary
* school were given a questionnaire concerning
; their attitudes towards the sexes. This
*******
project was organized by the teacher, Ms.
Chile
Eleonora Curzi Milani within the framework of
The President, General Augusto Pinochet,
f IWY. The results showed that the children in
dedicated the first monument to Chilean women* general made no distinction and have no prejuin Atofagasta, a city north of Santiago. The; dice on the grounds of sex; although some
statue was sculpted in liparita, a local stone; suggested that prejudices were learned
by Professor Harold Krussel of the University$ unconsciously.
of the North.
;

$
$

$

i

·=

The first Women's Convention organized for
IWY was held in Cautin (a Province of the
South). One of the conclusions adopted
advocated legislation that provides social
security for houseworkers who do not receive
it through other channels.

*******
Colombia
Law No. 27 of 1974 established child-care
centres for children under 7 years of age.
Law No. 5 of 1975 to the Civil Code liberalizes adoption procedures.

f
;

*******

Japan

USSR
The Soviet Union decreed an amnesty for
several categories of women prisoners in
f honour of IWY, on 17 May.

**

CO]
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Juditi
MS

170 IA

Nev Y(

*******

~ United Kingdom

f

!

*

$
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i Mrs. Junko Tabei of Tokyo became the first
; woman to climb Mount Everest.
;
*******

Parliament hopes to bring a Sex Discrimination
; Bill into effect on the same day as Equal Pay
1 Act, sometime this summer. The Bill is a comprehensive one which would make sex discrimina*******
! tion unlawful in employment, training and
f related areas and applied to education,
Cuba
licensing bodies, partnerships and the provision
One of the most interesting Articles in the
of goods, services and facilities to the public.
Family Code of Cuba which vent into effect on; It also covered discriminatory advertising and
8 March this year vas the one relating to
f would create a powerful Equal Opportunities
rights and duties between husband and wife :
* Commission.
"Both partners must care for the family they
have created and each must co-operate vith
1
the other in the education, upbringing and
A modern-language marriage service which
guidance of the children ... They must parti-; regards the couple as equal partners was
cipate ..• in the running of the home and co- 1 announced by the Church of England on 9 May.
operate so that it will develop in the best
The service has to be discussed by the General
possible way."
1 Synod and may be approved for use in 1976.

Ministry of Justice Decree No. 2820 of 1974
grants equal rights and obligations for men
and vomen.

Jlo!,i&!ine

*******
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United States

t _Cornaro Tercentenary (U.S. Committee)
Sarah Caldwell, founder sn~ director of the
?* A special limited edition of "Elena Lucrezia
Opera Company of Boston, will become the
i Cornaro Piscopia 1646-1684", the story of
first woman conductor at the Metropolitan
; the first woman in the world to receive a
Opera in New York. Ms. Caldwell will make her t university degree, will not be available through
debut next January conducting "La Traviata"
commercial outlets.
This private publication
vith Beverly Sills·
* in return for a contribution of $US25 will be
inscribed by hand with the donor's name and
* sent to a library of the donor's choice, hus
The United States Supreme Court 14 years ago,
providing a basic source book.
If you wish
in upholding a Florida law that prevented
*to donate a copy to your favourite library
vomen from serving on juries unless they
; send your contribution to:
formally volunteered,unanimously observed:
11
Cornaro Tercentenary Executive Offices
woman is still reg arded as the center of *
*
1102 Bruce Hall
th~ · home and family life." Last April, in
University of Pittsburgh
striking down a sex discrimination statute,
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15260.
the Court, with a sing le dissenter, said:
"No long er is the female destined solely for
******
the home and the rearing of the family".
Station WPLG, Channel 10 Miami
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f A video-cassette of

a 1-hour documentary look
women today entitled: "Women - who are you?"
can be made available to wom n•s groups or
universities, etc. for a nominal sum. For
further information write to:

1 at

MS Magazine

!f

This magazine will publish a listing of
feminist magazines tnroug hout th e world· If !
you have any copies would you send them to the;
followin g address, or if you are a publisher f
request a questionnaire which they will send 1
you (for a July deadline).
f

i

*
*

Judith Wilson
MS
37 0 Lexington Avenue
New York, N.Y.10017

7

Alma Walker
WPLG Channel 10
3900 Biscayne Blvd.
Miami, Florida 33137.

*******
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